HOSPITAL/
New equipment
is big plus for

ambulances
FROM PAGE 2

there was insolvency within
the state in both 2025 and
2026 that could affect the
total.

Strusz was asked if the
hospital seemed to be doing
well financially.

Strusz agreed, noting that
“It’s been tough to generate
any operating margin for a
lot of organizations over the
last couple of years.”

Strusz went on to say, “The
hospital’s done a nice job of
kind of managing through
those trying times . . . If you
look at the operating results
over the last three or four
years, the hospital has done
areally nice job of managing
through that in 2026. It was a
strong year and the organiza-
tion continues to maintain
strong cash reserves with not
too much debt given the size
of the organization.”

Ambulance vote
Later in the meeting, the

council approved a lone bid
of $77,892 to Arrow Manufac-
turing of Rock Rapids, Iowa
for replacement of the chas-
sis of ambulance 30.

That ambulance has a
bad motor which would be
expensive to replace. The
ambulance was already due
to have it’s box reconditioned
in 2027.

The new plan is to remove
the box (the area where pa-
tients are carried), leave it
in present condition, and
mount it to the new chassis.

The move would produce a
somewhat cheaper refit and
would reduce the downtime
of the ambulance.

With high volumes of
transports of patients to
Windom Area Health and
transfers to other hospitals,
short downtimes are impor-
tant. The replacement is
expected to be complete in
30-45 days.

The council also approved
the purchase of a ‘Stryker
6507 Power Pro 2’ cot for
use in the ambulance. This
would usually be replaced
at the same time that the box
is reconditioned, but won’t
be done because the chassis
for that ambulance will be
replaced instead. Total cost

is $32,645, which includes the
cot, battery, charger, cable
and trade-in of the existing
cot.

An agreement was ap-
proved by the council with
Southwest EMS to fund Avel-
eCare EMS Telemedicine for
Windom ambulances.

The funding came through
a National Highway Traffic
Safety Administration grant
for rural areas, written by
Southwest EMS. Southwest
EMS covers 18 counties, and
is one of eight regions in
Minnesota that ensure effec-
tive emergency care across
the state.

They help coordinate re-
sources, training and re-
sponse efforts among local
EMS providers, hospitals,
and emergency responders.

Ambulance Director Kris-
ten Porath noted that the
equipment “will allow us to
connect online with a physi-
cian, nurse practitioner, in
therigs, or basically any type
of call that we might feel we
might need assistance on, or
just another set of eyes.”

The grant is set to operate
until April 2031 sale will be
final.

MORE full color photos ONLINE

Go to— www.windomnews.com and click on the photo gallery icon
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CorToONwoOoD COUNTY

OFFICIAL PUBLICATION
August 18, 2026
Cottonwood County
Board of Commissioners
Regular Meeting

The Board of Commission-
ers met in regular session on
Tuesday, August 18, 2026, at
9:00 a.m. at the Cottonwood
County Courthouse in Win-
dom, MN. Present for all
or portions of the meeting
were: Commissioners Larry
Anderson, Donna Gravley,
Kevin Stevens, Wayne Maras;
County Attorney Nick An-
derson, County Coordinator
Kelly Thongvivong, Auditor/
Treasurer Carolyn Rempel,
Kathy Marsh, Linda Fransen,
Pam Gahler, Kyle PillatzkKi,
Alex Schultz, and Joel Alvs-
tad. Commissioner Tom Appel
absent.

Routine Items—approved
by unanimous roll call or reg-
ular vote: to approve the min-
utes of the August 4, 2026, reg-
ular meeting and the minutes
of the August 11, 2026, special
meeting; to approve August
warrants in the amount of
$281,430.50 and broken down
as follows: County Revenue
Fund - $25,325.28, Long Term
Capital Outlay - $300.00, Ditch
Fund - $15,134.57, Road and
Bridge Fund - $229,217.40,
Waste Abatement/SCORE -
$5,823.46, Landfill Enterprise
Fund - $5,315.49, adjournment.

Personnel Items —ap-
proved by unanimous roll call
or regular vote: to approve
out-of-state travel for Daniel
Green to attend the Trimble
Dimensions 2026 User Confer-
ence in Las Vegas, Nevada,
November 9 — 11, 2026, and
authorize eligible registration
and travel expenses.

Additional Action
Items—approved by unani-
mous roll call or regular vote:
to approve the Conditional
Use Permit applied for by
Steven Salentiny to build a
dwelling in shoreland with
conditions; to approve the In-
terim Use Permit applied for
by Kyle Ludewig for extrac-
tion of nonmetallic minerals
(gravel pit) with conditions; to
approve the Conditional Use
Permit applied for by Darren
Haugen for a Telecommunica-
tions Tower with conditions.

S/Carolyn Rempel,

Auditor/Treasurer

S/Thomas D. Appel,

Board Chair

S/Kelly Thongvivong,

County Coordinator

OFFICIAL PUBLICATION
August 25, 2026
Cottonwood County Board
of Commissioners
Special Meeting

The Cottonwood County
Board of Commissioners met
in special session on Tuesday,

August 25, 2026, at 9:00 a.m.
at the Cottonwood County
Courthouse in Windom, MN.
Present for all or portions of
the meeting were: Commis-
sioners Tom Appel, Larry
Anderson, Donna Gravley,
Kevin Stevens, Wayne Maras,
County Coordinator Kelly
Thongvivong, Auditor/Trea-
surer Carolyn Rempel, Kathy
Marsh, Kay Gross, Stephen
Schnieder, and Nancy Gert-
ner.

Kay Gross, SWCD District
Administrator, met with the
board to review the SWCD
budget for 2027.

Stephen Schnieder, Interim
County Engineer, met with
the board to review the Pub-
lic Works and Parks budgets
for 2027.

Other budgets reviewed
were: IT, Law Library, Court
Administration, General Ad-
ministration, Appropriations,
and Ditches.

Chairman Appel and Com-
missioner Anderson gave
updates on various topics.

There being no further
business, the meeting was
adjourned at 11:37 a.m.

S/Carolyn Rempel,

Auditor/Treasurer

S/Thomas D. Appel,

Board Chair

S/Kelly Thongvivong,

County Coordinator

BUSINESS/SERVICE DIRECTORY

ADVERTISING

AIR DUCT CLEANING

APPLIANCES

AUTOMOTIVE GLASS COMMUNICATIONS

To place your business
in this directory, contact
one of our Advertising
Consultants —

Sue
Frederickson

Air Duct Cleaning

DirTY DUCTS? CALL US!

We provide expert
air duct cleaning!

S

SALES - SERVICE - BEDDING

BPPLIBNCE
lush

ELITE

% Rock Chip Repair

We come to you!
<"

CRYSTAL

Windshield Replacement & Repair LLC
% ADAS (Advanced driver

Rahn Larson
Trevor Slette

* Cottonwood

/4

Cleamng Service, Inc.

Remove dust, dirt and
other contaminants
that pollute your
indoor air.

507-831-2128 » Windom * holtscleaningservice.com

Servicing all makes and models.

SPECIAL FINANCING AVAILABLE *See store for details

507-831-1577
2155 1st Avenue N. « Windom

eliteapplianceplus.com

% Auto Glass Replacement
* Mobile Service

Bramer Powers
507-822-1217 = 507-831-3644

assistance system) Calibration

Quality Work
Guaranteed

WINDSHIELD REPAIR SPECIALISTS IN SOUTHERN MINNESOTA SINCE 1983!

County Citizen
* Windom Shopper AUTOMOTIVE GLASS
e Southern
Minnesota Peach

* Observer/Advocate

ROYAL GLASS

AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR & GLASS

Windomnet

CONNECTING OUR COMMUNITY

Your local
provider for:

Fiber to
Home

repair needs

For all your automotive

CONSTRUCTION

ELECTRIC

We take PRIDE in taking

care of your RIDE!

® Remote Starts ~ ® B&W Hitches "
Monday through Friday ¢ 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. o Mechanical « Wynns Coolant Flush ey ® — FULL-SERVICE AUTO MAINTENANCE AND REPAIR —

CITIZEN CALL US FOR ALL YOUR GLASS NEEDS * Diesel Repair  © Access Tonneau Covers * Oi_l changes * A/C service » Transmission 507.831.6129
Publshing Company + Auto glass repair, replacement * Auto Glass © Wynns Transmission Flush * A_llgllll‘lﬂllt * Brakt_es_ service ° °
507-831-3455 and camera recalibration (ADAS) Chris & Gary Grunewald, owners * Tires * Detailing Windom C|t>/ Hall

- - ¢ Home windows, shower doors ' 507-822-2171 .
Box 309 mdmore GRUNEWALD FRAME & GLASS 45710 County Rd. 13 Windom, MN
260 10th Street ¢ Mirror installation N - :
Wind ¢ Commercial — Store front A\\C-N(}; ,@y/ay/ Shop & Fax: 507-831-0207  Mon-fri., 8a.m. to 6 p.m. Windom Call for pricing information!
neom ® 507-832-8333 ROYAL GLASS 46 8| | Co. 13 l'd;/\/'”dorgv |MN@h Sat. blv appointment pmrepairwindom.com Local & Friendly Service
email: grunewaldframeandglass@hotmail.com
£%. 853 Hale Place ¢ Windom =22 200 222002 § § Monday-Friday 8:00 a.m.-6:30 p.m.

e Cable
* Telephone ¢

* Internet ®

* New Homes & Additions
* Pole Barns

* Roofing

* Authorized Onyx Dealer

Brandon Carter * 507-628-5556
43882 330th St., Jeffers, MN 56145
General Contractor License #665543

« General Contracting

* Seamless Gutters

* Hardwood & Ceramic
Floors

IPESCEIEES
CONSTRUCTIG

New Construction
Remodels/Additions
Pole Barns * Roofing

Siding  Windows

Home © Farm ¢ Commercial

Ron'’s Electric, Inc.

Residential * Agricultural - Commercial
Generator Installation & Service

Serving Southwest Minnesota for over 45 years!

Insured
Free Estimates Authorized Generac Dealer 48573 890th Street, Windom
5072763104 GENERAC’ Dan Harley
507-830-1353 507-236-3332
Lic #20630489 www.ronselectricmn.com

WVATION,

Windorm. MN

* Excavation

* Demolition (buildings, groves,
farm sites, etc.)

» Excavator and track loader
mounted brush mulching (crp,
field edges, road ditches, etc.)

¢ Building pad and site prep
* Dozer work

* Material hauling

« Skid loader services

HVAG/PLUMBING

SPACGE AVAILABLE

LANDSCAPING LANDSCAPING

* Shingling ~ * Remodeling
* Windows & Doors ® Decks

PLUMBING

LOOK NO

Give Tim Sellers a

Kulseth Lawn ",

® Planning & Designing
® New Construction

General Contracting
507-427-378I

HEATING
COOLING
REFRIGERATION

RADON

@LUMBNG | HEATING | COOLING | REFRIGERATION

Serving Windom, Jackson, Worthington

Commercial Roofing
Asphalt Maintenance
800-434-2924 or
507-427-2924

TESTING/MITIGATION

HOME
AUTOMATION

Bearding Daycare Trafling Gpcomiiy
Sarah Paus Pesert JdiC

WHERE YOUR PET BECOMES FAMILY

Call or text Sarah at 507-626-0662
Email sarahpawsresort@outlook.com
1751 230th Ave. | Currie
sarahpawsresort.weebly.com

www.EliteMechanical.net

FURTHER

Find the business you’re
searching for here.

& surrounding areas.

To place your business
in this directory,
contact Citizen
Publishing at—

507-831-3455

507-831-0236

Heating & Cooling Systems

call for all your heating
and cooling needs!

2B

TDMPERATURE

HEATING & COOLING, LLC|

507-822-6727

timperaturehvac@gmail.com

Landscape.& Concrete
o Lawn care Q V
« Landscaping
« Gutters

« Snow removal
« Concrete

« Thatching
 Aerating

« Fertilizer

« Weed control

e Pavers

¢ Concrete

www.timperaturehvac.com

Facebook: Timperature
Heating and Cooling, LLC

FULLY LICENSED & INSURED

Nick Kulseth
507-822-0626
kulsethlawns.com

SPACE AVAILABLE

SITE PREPARATION

LANDSCAPING LLC

e Dirtwork

* Retaining walls «Seeding

e Mulch installation

Devin Nielsen « 507-822-3203
www.nielsenlandscaping.com

REAL ESTATE
"D XIVER'S EDGE ()8 ms
—REALT Y— 5% ™"

507-831-2819 or Toll Free 800-794-2819
www.RiversEdgeTeam.com

868 4th Ave. - P.0. Box 13 - Windom
BROKER/OWNER: Betsy Herding

REALTORS®: Linda Jaakola « John Croatt « Gary Vanderwerf
Lisa Fredin - Sally Larson « Maria Soco Adame « Heidi Bergendahl
Beth Scrivens - Brady Powers

LOOK NO
FURTHER

Find the business you’re
searching for here.

To place your business
in this directory,
contact Citizen
Publishing at—

507-831-3455

We do the GROUND WORK

o Farm Tile Installation & Repair « Stump Grinding «
« Skid Loader Work « Excavation «
Give us a call to find out more about our services and pricing.

Prairie View Farms LLC

Michael or Jason Olsem
507-830-1240 or 507-993-9899

SEAMLESS GUTTERS

<

4 All aluminum - no need
- to worry about rust.

Leaf protection available.
Call today!

507-628-5556
Brandon Carter

Fully licensed & insured

Joe's Lawn Care &

Tree/Snow Removar

Joe Harvey

(0)507-832-8307 » (C)507-399-3683
929 3rd Avenue, Windom
www.joeslawncare.biz

* Great Clean-upr

FREE ESTIMATES

* Tree Removal

* Tree Trimming Fully insured!

* Stump Removal

* Firewood _ﬁ,*:f;_;‘; ¥

E{ﬁ@ﬁm@m

Jon Keck ¢ 507-227-0860 ¢ Lamberton, MN

TREE SERVICE

PIII]FESSII]NA[ AHBI]HISTS J

John Thate, Ownep
1-800-225-8733

— FREe ESTIMATES —

Serving the area since 1977




