FILING/
Contested races
in Mt. Lake,
Bingham Lake
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ber at large. Incumbent Den-
nis Esplan will be challenged
by Janice Vitcak. In Ward I,
incumbent Jenny Quade was
the lone candidate to file,
while in Ward II, incumbent
James Nelson was the lone
filer.

Windom School Board

Three candidates filed for
the three four-year terms on
the Windom School Board.

Incumbents Angela Klas-
sen and Brianne Miller filed
for re-election, while new-
comer Brittany Higley also
filed for election.

Incumbent Bruce Mews
did not file for re-election.

City of Mt. Lake

Mayor Mike Nelson filed
for re-election to the two-
year mayor’s position. He
was the lone candidate to
file.

However, there will be a
contested race for city coun-
cil, with four candidates fil-
ing for two four-year terms.

Incumbents Bryan Bargen
and Andrew YsKer filed for
re-election, while newcom-
ers Emily Mathiowetz and
Brittany Winters filed for
election.

Mt. Lake School Board

There will be a contested
race for Mt. Lake School
Board, with seven candi-
dates filing for election to
three seats on the board.

Incumbents Julie Brug-
man and Matt Gohr filed
for re-election to the board,
while newcomers Lindsey
Brockberg, Derek Harder,
Jordan Kirk, Jason Kruser
and Ricardo Renteria also
filed for election to the
board.

Incumbent Chad Eken did
not file for re-election.

Other communities

«Bingham Lake: Ryan So-
kolofsky has filed for re-elec-
tion as mayor. Meanwhile,
there will be a contested
election for city council with
four candidates filing for
two four-year terms on the
council. Becky Konz, Mary
Krumweide, David Mattison
and Anthony Roiger have all
filed for election to the city
council.

«Comfrey: Gary Richter
has filed for re-election as

PuBLIC NOTICES

STATE OF MINNESOTA
COUNTY OF COTTON-
WOOD
FIFTH JUDICIAL DIS-
TRICT
DISTRICT COURT
PROBATE DIVISION
Court File No.
17-PR-26-326

In Re: Estate of

Dennis L. Erickson,

Decedent

NOTICE AND ORDER OF
HEARING ON PETITION
FOR FORMAL ADJUDICA-
TION OF INTESTACY, DE-
TERMINATION OF HEIR-
SHIP, APPOINTMENT OF
PERSONAL REPRESEN-
TATIVE AND NOTICE TO
CREDITORS TO ALL IN-
TERESTED PERSONS:

It is Ordered and Notice is
given that on the August 17,
2026 at 9:00 a.m., a hearing
will be held in this Court at
900 Third Avenue, Windom,
Minnesota, via Zoom, for the
adjudication of intestacy and
determination of heirship of
the Decedent, and for the ap-
pointment of Tamara Fishel,
whose address is 1960 Wood-
land Court, Worthington,
MN 56187 as Personal Repre-
sentative of the Estate of the
Decedent in an unsupervised
administration. Any objec-
tions to the petition must be
filed with the Court prior to
or raised at the hearing. If
proper and if no objections
are filed or raised, the Per-
sonal Representative will be
appointed with full power to
administer the Estate includ-
ing the power to collect all
assets, to pay all legal debts,
claims, taxes and expenses,
to sell real and personal prop-
erty, and to do all necessary
acts for the Estate. Notice
is also given that (subject to
Minn. Stat. 524.3-801) all credi-
tors having claims against the
Estate arerequired to present
the claims to the Personal
Representative or to the Court
Administrator within four
months after the date of this
Notice or the claims will be
barred.

Dated: 07/17/2026

Stephen J. Ferrazzano II

Judge of District Court

Sheila Pierson

Court Administrator

JONES LAW OFFICE

Kristin M. Gunsolus,

#0393124

212 Madison Avenue, Ste 100

Mankato, MN 56001

Phone: 507-385-4488

(434—July 29, Aug. 5, 2026)

ADVERTISEMENT
FOR BIDS
CITY OF WINDOM
18TH AVE DRAINAGE
IMPROVEMENTS
Class of Work: CULVERTS
AND EMBANKMENT
NOTICE TO
CONTRACTORS
Sealed Bid Proposals for
work indicated above will be
received at the Windom City
Hall located at 444 9th Street,
Windom, Minnesota 56101
until 1:00 PM., August 14, 2026
after which time such bids
will be publicly opened and
read aloud at the Windom City
Hall. The decision for Award
of Contract will be made by
the Windom City Council
during a regular meeting on
or before August 18, 2026 at
6:30 PM.

The work, in accordance
with drawings and technical
specifications prepared by
Johnson Engineering Group,
P.O. Box 384, Windom, Min-
nesota 56101, consists of allla-
bor, materials, tools, permits,
bonds, machinery, equipment,
and services necessary for
furnishing and installing 269
L.F. of 18” HDPE culvert, 14
aprons, 4 catch basins, 4800
CY embankment and seeding.

Schedule is to begin work
after August 19, 2026. Sub-
stantial completion is on or
by November 6, 2026.

Each bid proposal shall be
accompanied by a “Bid Secu-
rity” in the form of a certified
check made payable to “CITY
OF WINDOM” (OWNER) in
the amount not less than five
percent (5%) of the total bid,
or a surety bond in the same
amount, running to the OWN-
ER, with the surety company
thereon duly authorized to do
business in the State of Min-
nesota, such Bid Security to
be a guarantee that the bidder
will not, without the consent
of the OWNER, withdraw his
bid for a period of ninety (90)
days after the opening of bids,
and, if awarded a contract,
will enter into a contract with
CITY OF WINDOM; and the
amount of the certified check
will be retained or the bond
enforced by the OWNER in
case the bidder fails to do so.
All bid securities except those
of the three lowest bidders
will be returned within fifteen
days after the opening of bids.

The City is an Equal Op-
portunity Employer. The con-
tractor and all subcontractors
shall submit to the Owner a
signed statement verifying
compliance with each of the
criteria described in the State
of Minnesota “Responsible
Contractor” law as codified
in Minnesota Statue section
16¢.285. See the Instructions
to Bidders for more details.

Bid Proposals shall be sub-
mitted on forms furnished
for that purpose. Bids shall be
submitted in sealed envelopes
with the following clearly in-
scribed on the outside: “18TH
AVE DRAINAGE IMPROVE-
MENTS” No bidder shall
withdraw his bid, without the
consent of the OWNER, for
a period of ninety (90) days
after the date for the opening
thereof. The OWNER, howev-
er, reserves the right to reject
any or all bids and to wave
any minor irregularities, in-
formalities, or discrepancies.

A work history detailing
qualifications and past experi-
ence must be provided upon
request.

Plans and specifications
are on file for inspection at
the City of Windom office, 444
9th Street, Windom, MN 56101;
and the office of Johnson
Engineering Group, 860 3rd
Ave, P.O. Box 384, Windom,
Minnesota, 56101.

Bidders desiring drawings
and specifications for person-
al use may secure a complete
set from:

Johnson Engineering
Group

860 3rd Ave

P.O. Box 384

Windom, Minnesota 56101

Telephone: (507) 832-8450

(435—July 29, Aug. 5, 2026)

mayor of Comfrey. Comfrey
will have a contested elec-
tion for city council, with
five candidates filing for two
four-year seats. Filing for
council are Darlene Arns-
dorf, Alan Barnes, Charles
Coners, Rick Kastner and
Troy Toll.

«Jeffers: Brad Prins filed
for re-election to the two-
year term as mayor.

Shawna Dorr-Jones and
Sheila Ryker filed for elec-
tion to the two four-year
terms on the city council.

*Storden: James Wester-
man has filed for re-election
to a two-year term as mayor.
David Hansen and Sean Wa-
ters filed for election for the
two four-year city council
terms.

«Westbrook: Steven Earl
has filed for election to the
mayor’s position, while Kelly
Brown and Brian Cassens
filed for election to the two
four-year council seats on
the ballot.

School districts

*Red Rock Central: In
Precinct 1 (Lamberton)
will have a contested race
between Megan ImKker and
Madelaine Posusta.

In precinct 2 (Storden-
Jeffers), Bruce Grant has
filed for election while in

Precinct 3 (Sanborn), Jacob
Wahl has filed for election.
The seats up for election in
each precinct are for a four-
year term.

*«Westbrook-Walnut
Grove: Three candidates
filed for election for the
three four-year terms on
the board. Filing are Denise
Clouse, Jack Jorgenson and
Greg Madson.

Butterfield-Odin: Three
have filed for election, with
three four-year terms on the
ballot, including incumbents
Shannon Sykes, Valerie Om-
modt and Cally Mathistad.

«Comfrey: Three can-
didates have filed for the
three four-year terms on
the school board. Filing are
Brandon Anderson, Gabe
Hirsch and Andrea Toll.

Fulda: Eight candidates
have filed for four four-year
terms on the board. Filing
for election are Loren Carl-
son, Doug Clarke, Lindsay
Clausen, Randy Donahue,
Nathan Getting, Nick Hen-
ning, Jordyn Meyeraan and
Mitch Winter.

«Heron Lake-Okabena:
Three candidates filed for
the three four-year terms on
the ballot. Filing are Mark
Fest, Annie Rasche and John
Volk.
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— Henry Ford

“A man who stops advertising to
save money is like a man who stops

the clock to save time.” h

A Celebration of Life
Open House to honor the
life and legacy of Kenneth
Janovsky, age 74, of Win-
dom, will be held Sunday,
August 23rd from 3:00 to
5:00 PM at the Mountain
Lake Golf Course in
Mountain Lake. Burial
will be in Delafield Ceme-
tery at a later date.

Ken passed away
peacefully on Thursday,
May 14, 2026, at his home
in Windom.

Arrangements are un-
der the care of the La-
Canne Family Cel-
ebration of Life Center.
Condolences

Kenneth Frank Janovsky

and memories of Kenneth
may be shared online at
lacannefuneralhome.com.

Preston Lee Sombath
Karschnik, age 23, of
Mountain Lake, MN,
passed away unexpectedly
after experiencing health
complications on July 29,
2026, at Windom Area
Health.

Visitation will be on
Sunday, August 9th, 2026,
from 3:00PM to 7:00PM at
Mountain Lake Alliance
Church in Mountain Lake
and will continue on Mon-
day from 1-2PM at the
church.

Funeral Service will be
held at Mountain Lake
Alliance Church on Mon-
day, August 10, 2026, at
2:00PM.

Arrangements are with
the Sturm Funeral Home in
Mountain Lake, MN. On-
line Condolences may be
left for the family at
www.sturmfh.com.

In lieu of flowers, memo-
rials are preferred.

Preston was born on
February 7, 2003, in Win-
dom, Minnesota, to Kari
Karschnik and Sombath
Naly. He attended Moun-
tain Lake Public School
from kindergarten through
twelfth grade and grad-
uated in 2021.

Preston worked at A&W
in Mountain Lake for sev-
eral years, where he was a
valued coworker and
friend. His coworkers en-
joyed working alongside

Preston Karschnik

him and person. They
looked for- shared a
ward to similar taste
sharing in music,
shifts. Pre- clothing, and
ston also shoes, and
spent a brief enjoyed going

time working
at Toro in
Windom with
his mom.

Growing
up, Preston
loved spend-
ing time with
his dad, Sombath, going
fishing. He also spent much
of his childhood with
"Grandpa" Steve, who in-
troduced him to the love of
baseball, which continued
into his adult life.

As a talented artist, Pre-
ston loved drawing. He
enjoyed listening to a wide
variety of music such as
Michael Jackson, Ozzy
Osbourne, and Frank Sina-
tra. He enjoyed playing
video games with his sister
and friends. Preston kept
his circle of friends small,
but those friendships were
very important to him. He
loved spending time with
his beloved dog, Molly Mae,
who passed away shortly
before him.

Preston had a special
bond with his mom, Kari.
She reflected on their re-
lationship, stating that he
was her rock, and that they
were virtually the same

to import car
shows to-
gether. Kari
and Preston
had the same
dry sense of
humor and
were able to
understand each other with
a simple glance.

Preston's greatest joy in
life was spending time with
Aria. Together, they en-
joyed riding scooters,
swimming in the pool, hav-
ing movie nights with
mom, and fishing; although
Aria was always the one
who had to handle the fish,
because Preston preferred
not to get his hands dirty.
He was a devoted and pro-
tective big brother who
treasured their time to-
gether.

Preston shared a special
relationship with his
grandma Char. Rarely did
a day pass without the two
of them talking, and when-
ever she needed something,
Preston was the first to
jump in and help.

Preston loved trips to the
Black Hills to visit his
grandparents, Dean and
Jennifer. They spent time

exploring the area, taking
in the beautiful scenery,
and making special mem-
ories together.

Preston was humble,
kind, genuine, and soft-
-spoken. He had a big
heart, a gentle soul, and an
unforgettable smile. Al-
though he was quiet, his
kindness was loud. He will
be remembered for the love
he gave to others and the
gentle way he moved
through the world.

Preston is lovingly re-
membered by his mother,
Kari Karschnik; sister,
Aria Fedder; grandparents,
Charlene Karschnik, Dean
and Jennifer Karschnik,
and Thong Naly; aunts and
uncles, Heather (Jon)
Gerdes, Jesse (Carolyn)
Karschnik, Vatsana Naly
(Tim Song), Jasmin (Dan)
Seppanen, and Abby (Eric)
Ahmann; cousins, Alex
(Kenzie) Gerdes, Ethan
(Anna) Karschnik, Eli
Karschnik (Jeana Denton),
Evan Karschnik, Alex
Long, Ryan Long, Natalya
Song, Evan Song, Blake
Kooiman, Paige (Braydin)
Warner, Maggie Ahmann,
and Ellie Ahmann. He was
preceded in death by his
father, Sombath Naly;
grandfather, Thonglo Naly,
and cousin, Eric-John Niss
de Jesus.

Minutes
Regular Meeting
July 13, 2026

The Windom Board of Edu-
cation met in regular session
on Monday July 13, 2026, at
5:30 p.m. in the Windom City
Council Chambers.

Members present: Lynn
Liepold, Barb Jones, Angie
Klassen, Brianne Miller,
Bruce Mews and Matt Steffen

Absent: Joel Bordewyk

Angie Klassen opened the
meeting with the Pledge of
Allegiance.

MSP Miller/Jones to ap-
prove the agenda. Motion
carried.

MSP Liepold/Mews to ac-
cept the list of donations
with gratitude. Motion car-
ried.

No one for Open Forum.

MSP Steffen/Jones to ap-
prove the Consent Agenda.
Motion carried.

Corey Barfknecht present-
ed the PreK & Elementary re-
port. All state reporting has
been submitted for the 2025-
26 School Year. A couple of
updates are being suggested
for the Student Handbook.
New Teacher Bootcamp will
be on July 21, 2026.

Dane Nielsen shared the
Middle School report.

Bryan Joyce presented the
High School report. We will
belooking to hire a few Para-
professionals. Fall Activity
eligibility meeting will be
held on Monday, August 10

official proceedings of
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at 7 p.m.

Amanda Wilson shared the
Special Education report.

Jamie Frank presented
information for her Super-
intendent report. District
enrollment is holding steady
as expected. Rickway is cur-
rently completing the re-
placement of carpet in the
circle. The construction at
the Soaring Eagles Childcare
Center is well on the way.
Principal Evaluations were
completed this past month.

Principal Bryan Joyce
shared updates to the Middle
School High School Student
Handbook.

Principal Corey
Barfknecht shared updates
to the Elementary School
Student Handbook.

Superintendent Jamie
Frank presented the Board
of Education Report. The
Finance Committee has been
working with the SWWC Ad-
ministration to plan facility
maintenance for the Winfair
Building.

MSP Steffen/Mews to ap-
prove Resolution 071326B
for the FY2028 Long-Term
Facilities Maintenance ap-
plication. Motion carried
with a roll call vote: Liepold,
Jones, Miller, Mews, Steffen
and Klassen all in favor.

MSP Miller/Jones to ap-
prove the Facilities and Con-
ditions Inventory by Kraus
Anderson. Motion carried
with 5 Yes votes and 1 no vote.

MSP Miller/Mews to ap-
prove the Substitute Rate for
the 2026-2027 school year.

Policies 506, 513, 516.5, 533,
721, 722 and 806 were present-
ed to the board for review.

Since there were no other
items for the board the meet-
ingwas adjourned at 6:29 p.m.
and brought into closed ses-
sion to discuss Negotiation
Strategies per M.S. 13D.03
and Superintendent Evalua-
tion. The closed session was
adjourned at 7:42 p.m.

Brianne Miller, Attest

Angie Klassen, Chair

Attest Brianne Miller,
Clerk

Minutes
Work Session
July 27, 2026

The Windom Board of
Education met on Monday,
July 27, 2026, at 5:30 p.m. in
the Windom City Council
Chambers.

Members present: Lynn
Liepold, Angie Klassen,
Bruce Mews, Brianne Miller
and Matt Steffen

Absent: Barb Jones and
Joel Bordewyk

Angie Klassen opened the
meeting with the Pledge of
Allegiance.

MSP Steffen/Miller to ap-
prove the agenda. Motion
carried.

MSP Miller/Mews to ap-
prove one 12-month Food
Service Cook Manager posi-
tion at 7 hours per day, effec-

tive at the beginning of the
2026-2027 school year. Motion
carried.

MSP Mews/Steffen to ap-
prove Cardiac Emergency Re-
sponse Plan. Motion carried.

MSP Miller/Mews to ap-
prove the purchase of Avi-
gilon Software for our cam-
era system. Motion carried.

Angie Klassen shared in-
formation from the Superin-
tendent Evaluation.

MSP Steffen/Miller to ap-
prove the MSHS Handbook.
Motion carried.

MSP Steffen/Mews to ap-
prove the Elementary Hand-
book. Motion carried.

MSP Miller/Liepold to
approve the Milk/Dairy
products quote from Prai-
rie Farms for the 2026-2027
school year. Motion carried.

MSP Mews/Steffen to ap-
prove Resolution 072726A
Relating to the Election of
School Board members and
Calling the School District
General Election. Motion
carried.

MSP Mews/Miller to ap-
prove Policies 506, 513, 516.5,
533, 721, 722 and 806. Motion
carried.

Brianne Miller reviewed
Policies 203.5, 404, 405, 406,
422, 427, 505, 516, 530 and 807.

The meeting was ad-
journed at 6:32pm.

Brianne Miller, Attest

Angie Klassen, Chair

Attest Brianne Miller,
Clerk
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