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Cottonwood County Board
of Commissioners
Regular Meeting
July 21, 2026

The Board of Commis-
sioners met in regular
session on Tuesday, July 21,
2026, at 9:00 a.m. at the Cot-
tonwood County Courthouse
in Windom, MN. Present for
all or portions of the meet-
ing were: Commissioners
Tom Appel, Larry Anderson,
Donna Gravley, Kevin Ste-
vens, Wayne Maras; County
Attorney Nick Anderson,
County Coordinator Kelly
Thongvivong, Auditor/Trea-
surer Carolyn Rempel, Kathy
Marsh, Stephen Schnieder,
Jed Rhubee, Casey Williams,
Michelle Ebbers, and Joel
Alvstad.

Routine Items - approved
by unanimous roll call or
regular vote: to approve
the agenda as amended;
to approve the minutes of
the July 7, 2026, regular
meeting; to approve July
warrants in the amount
of $165,168.16 and broken
down as follows: County
Revenue Fund - $24,789.70,
Long Term Capital Outlay
$2,810.18, County Building
Fund $29,054.67, Ditch Fund -
$32,942.91, Taxes and Penal-
ties Fund - $480.00, Road and
Bridge Fund - $54,226.70,
Waste Abatement/SCORE -
$2,945.00, Landfill Enterprise
Fund - $17,919.00, adjourn-
ment.

Personnel Items - ap-
proved by unanimous roll
call or regular vote: to move
Dylan Markus to permanent
full-time status as Jailer/
Dispatcher effective July
24, 2026, after successful
completion of his probation-
ary period; to extend Tyler
Fauglid’s probationary pe-
riod an additional 6 months
for more training; to extend

Jim Rosenkranz’s probation-
ary period an additional 6
months for more training;
to accept the resignation
from Mitchell Chmielewski,
Veterans Service Officer,
effective August 6, 2026, with
appropriate payout of ben-
efits; to begin advertising for
the replacement of the Vet-
erans Service Officer posi-
tion; to hire Noah Boerboom
as the new Public Works
Director for Cottonwood
County effective August 31,
2026, on Range 31, Step 2
(69.06/hour), of the 2026 pay
matrix and to approve all
other terms of employment
agreed upon; to approve the
Employment Agreement for
Interim County Engineer for
the Cottonwood County Pub-
lic Works Department with
Stephen Schnieder effective
August 18, 2026, through
December 31, 2026, unless
extended or terminated by
mutual agreement of the
parties.
Additional Action Items
- approved by unanimous
roll call or regular vote:
to approve the updates to
the Opioid RFP process; to
authorize the sale of the 2017
Massey Ferguson tractor to
Midway Farm Equipment
for $25,000 and approve the
continued seasonal rental
of tractors, including one
additional tractor, for ditch
mowing operations; to
approve the Interim Use Per-
mit applied for by Duininck,
Inc. for an asphalt plant in
Amboy Township, Section
12, with the conditions ap-
proved by the Planning &
Zoning Commission.
S/Carolyn Rempel,
Auditor/Treasurer
S/Thomas D. Appel,
Board Chair
S/Kelly Thongvivong,
County Coordinator

FFA mechanical,

grains and livestock
fair champions

AG MECHANICS

Overall Project: Isaiah
Junker, Mt. Lake FFA,
champion

CROPS

Overall Exhibitor: Miles
Pfeiffer, Mit. Lake FFA,
champion

HORTICULTURE
Horticulture exhibit:
Lorelai Morin and Bella
Anacker, Mt. Lake FFA,

champions

LIVESTOCK

Beef Breeding Animal:
Paige McMullen, Mt. Lake
FFA, champion

Beef Market Animal:
Aubree Paplow, Springfield
FFA, champion

Beef Showmanship: Paige
McMullen, Mt. Lake FFA,
champion

Goat Breeding Animal:
Brooklyn Senst, Springfield
FFA, champion

Goat Market Animal:
Tyler Dahna, Mt. Lake FFA,
champion

Goat Showmanship:
Tyler Dahna, Mt. Lake FFA,
champion

Sheep Breeding Ewe:
Danika Gohr, Mt. Lake FFA,
champion

Sheep Market Lamb:

Ella Smith, Windom FFA,
champion

Sheep Showmanship:
Ella Smith, Windom FFA,
champion

Swine Commercial
Animal: Landen Rempel, Mt.
Lake FFA, champion

Swine Market Animal:
Peyton Winters, Windom
FFA, champion

Swine Showmanship:
Peyton Winters, Windom
FFA, champion

Anyone can say they can fix it,
only we guarantee it...for life!

* Basement Waterproofing
* Foundation Repair

* Crawl Space Repair

Schedule your free inspection:
(844) 839-1112

* Certain terms and conditions apply. Ask your Foundation Specialist for details.

Contractor ID B(B07773

Leading the future of
Minnesota’s Newspaper Industry

Executive °
Director °

+/ Full-time leadership ¢
position o

+/ Minneapolis-based °

v/ Statewide impact °
i
fF R
MINNESOTA MINNESOTA .
NEWSPAPER NEWS MEDIA
ASSOCIATION INSTITUTE .

Help shape the future of trusted local journalism

Ready to lead? Apply by August 31
Tara Brandl, MNA Board President
tara@headlightherald.com
For full job description: https://bit.ly/mnaleader

Lead staff, oversee finances
and direct daily operations
of the Minnesota Newspaper
Association & Minnesota
News Media Institute.

Advocate for the industry,
members and our legislative
priorities

Partner with members

and the board of directors to
enhance all newspapers and
work toward long-term goals.

Question: In my com-
munity and on my daily
commute I encounter two
roundabouts each morn-
ing, others that I work
with will encounter three
roundabouts in less than
five minutes. Please use
your platform to remind
drivers how to safely and
properly use a roundabout. I
see, almost on a daily basis,
drivers physically stop their
vehicle for other drivers
that have not even entered
the roundabout. They’ll
allow multiple vehicles to
traverse the roundabout
before they even attempt to
enter the roundabout. This
creates a very dangerous
situation as my assumption
is that the vehicle will slow
to begin entering the round-
about and then safely enter,
but when they slam on their
brakes, it then causes me
the need to adjust and brake
abruptly, even when slowing
to 20mph or whatever the
posted speed limit is. To cite
Minnesota’s own website . .

. “Yield to vehicles already
in the roundabout.” Round-
abouts are meant to keep
the flow of traffic moving at

a safe con-
stant speed,
not disrupt
the flow
with drivers
stopping.

If possible,
please be
clear about
what is con-
sidered safe
driving in a
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Roundabout advice

curves at entry
points, and
raised islands
direct traffic
into a one-

way counter-
clockwise flow
around the
center island.
The radius of
the roundabout
and the angles

roundabout of entry slow
and what is the speed of
not. TROY CHRISTIANSON all vehicles to
Trooper STATE TROOPER around 15-25
mph.

Troy says: This is always a
good topic for conversation
and a reminder. To start
with how do roundabouts
work? Due to the curvature
of the roundabout entry,
drivers slow and check
traffic coming from the left.
A raised center prevents
drivers from watching
other traffic and only being
concerned with yielding to
traffic already in the circle.
This prevents the intersec-
tion from “locking up,”
which could happen if the
traffic in the roundabout
had to stop for entering traf-
fic. Pavement markings,

For Drivers:

- Slow down when ap-
proaching a roundabout.
For multi-lane roundabouts,
get into the appropriate
lane.

«Yield to pedestrians in
the crosswalk when enter-
ing and exiting the round-
about. It’s the law.

«Yield to vehicles already
in the roundabout. Merge
into the traffic flow when it
is safe.

«Continue through the
roundabout until you reach
your exit. Do not stop or
pass in a roundabout.

- Exit the roundabout im-

mediately if an emergency
vehicle approaches and then
pull over. Do not stop in the
roundabout.

+Give large trucks extra
space in a roundabout.
Large trucks may straddle
both lanes while driv-
ing through a multi-lane
roundabout or use the truck
apron on the center island
if needed.

For Pedestrians:

+Cross only at crosswalks
and always stay on the des-
ignated walkways.

«Never cross to the cen-
tral island.

Cross the roundabout
one approach at a time.
Use the median island as
a halfway point where you
can check for approaching
traffic.

If you have any ques-
tions concerning traffic
related laws or issues
in Minnesota send your
questions to Sgt. Troy
Christianson— Minnesota
State Patrol at 2900 48th
Street NW, Rochester MIN
55901-5848. (Or reach me
at, Troy.Christianson@
state.mn.us).

Windom Area Public School is hosting
Early Childhood Screening on

Thursday, August 27

Screening is REQUIRED FOR ALL
CHILDREN AGE THREE AND OLDER

Evgluaci(m _
Primera Infancia

La Escuela Piiblica del Area de Windom es la
anfitriona Cribado en la primera infancia en
Jueves 27 de agosto

La prueba de deteccién es OBLIGATORIA para

De La

before entering kindergarten, by MN Statute.
This is not the same as a physical given by your doctor.

—SCREENING DATE—
Thursday, August 27
8:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m.

Highland Early Learning Center

68 10th Street, Windom

By Appointment Only! Contact Caitlyn Gilbertson

Call: 507-831-6940

Or email: cgilbertson@isd177.com

Interpretacion disponible bajo pedido.
Por favor llame a Antonio al 507-831-6910 ext. 311

Windom Schools will provide this FREE Develop-
mental Screening for children who will be three years
of age or older on or before September 1, 2026, and
have not already been screened. There will be more
screening dates on October 12, 13 and 14. If you have
a child age 3 or older who has not been screened, you
should have received a packet in the mail. If you did
not receive this mailing, please call Caitlyn Gilbertson at
507-831-6940 and a packet with more information will

be mailed to you.

todos Nifos de tres afos en adelante antes de ingresar
al jardin de infantes, por el Estatuto de MN.

Esto no es lo mismo que un examen fisico realizado por su médico.

—FECHA DE PROYECCION—
Jueves 27 de agosto
8:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m.

Highland Early Learning Center
68 10th Street, Windom

Solo con cita previa! Contacto Caitlyn Gilbertson
Llamar: 507-831-6940

o correo electrénico: cgilbertson@isd177.com

Interpretacion disponible bajo pedido.
Por favor llame a Antonio al 507-831-6910 ext. 311

Las escuelas de Windom proporcionaran esta
evaluacion del desarrollo GRATUITA para los

nifos que tendran tres afios de edad o mas el 1 de
septiembre de 2026 o antes y que atin no han sido
evaluados. Habrd mis fechas de proyeccién los dias
12, 13 y 14 de octubre. Si tiene un nifio de 3 afios o
mds que no ha sido examinado, deberia haber recibido
un paquete por correo. Si no recibid este correo, llame a
Caitlyn Gilbertson al 507-831-6940 y se le enviard un
pagquete con mds informacion.

CITY OF WINDOM

Annual Disclosure of Tax Increment Districts for the Year Ended December 31, 2025

o L District No. 1-13
TIF District Name: District No. 1-10 District No. 1-12 EDA Single Famil
’ Runnings PM Windom g - y
Housing
Current net tax capacity 39,458 208,492 37,174
Original net tax capacity 1,670 25,968 25
Captured net tax capacity 37,788 182,524 37,149
Principal and interest payments due during current year 18,731 180,952 0
Tax increment received 41,625 201,058 40,861
Tax increment expended 39,006 489,004 1,515
Month and year of first tax increment receipt Jul-01 Jul-03 Jul-02
Date of required decertification Dec-26 Dec-28 Dec-27
Date of actual decertification N/A N/A N/A
o District No. 1-19 o
L District No. 1-18 . District No. 1-20
TIF District Name: ) North Windom .
GDF/Ag Builders . New Vision
Industrial Park Il
Current net tax capacity 18,842 0 31,751
Original net tax capacity 7,316 0 6,989
Captured net tax capacity 11,526 0 24,762
Principal and interest payments due during current year 0 162,400 0
Tax increment received 12,696 63,192 27,276
Tax increment expended 8,502 167,723 5,738
Month and year of first tax increment receipt Aug-16 Jul-17 Jul-19
Date of required decertification Dec-41 Dec-25 Dec-44
Date of actual decertification Dec-25 Dec-23 Dec-25
o o Additional information
o District No. 1-21 District No. 1-22 . N
TIF District Name: ) regarding each district may
Tibodeau's Center Cemstone .
be obtained from:
Current net tax capacity 80,914 140,713
Original net tax capacity 8,184 32,641 James Hanson,
Captured net tax capacity 72,730 108,072 Executive EDA Director
Principal and interest payments due during current year 0 42,464 507-832-8661
Tax increment received 80,115 119,046
Tax increment expended 105,180 46,878| james.hanson@
Month and year of first tax increment receipt May-20 May-21 windommn.com
Date of required decertification 12/31/2045 12/31/2051
Date of actual decertification Dec-25 N/A PQ Box 38
Windom, MN 56101




