SCHOOL/ New
milk contract set
for 2026-2027
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drills and plan reviews. The
district’s goal is to have an
AED available within three
minutes of a reported car-
diac emergency.

Frank said school nurses
secured grant funding to
replace the district’s existing
AEDs and add units on the
elementary school’s second
floor, at Island Park, the
Windom Recreation Center
and the track. The grant also
paid for climate-controlled
boxes for outdoor AEDs.

Response team members
have received CPR and AED
training, and all district
staff will be trained in
hands-only CPR on Aug.

25. The district will inspect

AEDs monthly, maintain
training records and review
the plan annually.

Superintendent review

Board Chair Angie
Klassen presented Frank’s

annual evaluation, which in-

cluded high ratings for lead-
ership, professionalism and
dedication to the district.

“Jamie consistently dem-
onstrates excellent leader-
ship, professionalism and
dedication to the success of
the district,” Klassen said.
“She has developed a clear
vision, ensured a positive
culture and maintains
strong relationships with
staff, students, families and
the community.”

The board also praised
Frank’s communication
and financial management,
saying she provides timely,
transparent and well-re-
searched information.

Klassen said Frank played

Jamie consistently demonstrates excellent
leadership, professionalism and dedication to
the success of the district.”

ANGIE KLASSEN
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a major role in creating the
Windom Vision Committee
and developing a child care
center planned for the High-
land building. Frank helped
guide licensing, construc-
tion and financial planning
for the project.

Board members described
Frank as visible, engaged
with staff and connected to
families and the community.
They also praised her efforts
to maintain the district’s
financial position, plan for
the future, involve staff in
decision-making and provide
students with a strong edu-
cation.

Milk contract

The board selected Prairie
Farms to provide milk and
other dairy products for the
2026-27 school year.

Kemps declined to submit
a bid, citing higher logistics
costs and staffing needs in
the Windom area.

Prairie Farms quoted
prices of 35.55 cents per
half-pint carton of 1% milk,
36.09 cents for skim milk
and 38.17 cents for chocolate
skim milk.

The contract also covers
gallon milk, yogurt, cot-
tage cheese and sour cream.
Prices are subject to changes
in raw milk and other pro-
duction costs.
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Cottonwood County Board
of Commissioners
Regular Meeting
July 7, 2026

The Board of Commission-
ers met in regular session
on Tuesday, July 7, 2026,
at 9:00 a.m. at the Cotton-
wood County Courthouse in
Windom, MN. Present for
all or portions of the meet-
ing were: Commissioners
Tom Appel, Larry Anderson,
Donna Gravley, Kevin Ste-
vens, Wayne Maras; County
Attorney Nick Anderson,
County Coordinator Kelly
Thongvivong, Auditor/Trea-
surer Carolyn Rempel, Kathy
Marsh, Michelle Baumhoef-
ner, Emily Bentson, Eliza-
beth Hoffman, Alex Schultz,
Becky Buchholz, Nathan
Harder, and Jed Rhubee.

Routine Items - approved
by unanimous roll call or
regular vote: to approve the
agenda; to approve the min-
utes of the June 16, 2026, reg-
ular meeting and the June
16, 2026, Board of Appeal
and Equalization meeting;
to approve July warrants
in the amount of $239,659.31

and broken down as fol-
lows: County Revenue Fund
- $65,269.22, Long Term Capi-
tal Outlay $7,424.24, County
Building Fund $36,038.21,
Ditch Fund - $5,867.50, Road
and Bridge Fund - $94,081.28,
Waste Abatement/SCORE
- $39.75, Landfill Enterprise
Fund - $30,939.11, adjourn-
ment.

Personnel Items - ap-
proved by unanimous roll
call or regular vote: to accept
the resignation from Josiah
Wimbley, part-time Jailer/
Dispatcher, dated June 30,
2026, with appropriate pay-
out of benefits; to add Range
31 to the existing 2026 pay
matrix and move the position
of Public Works Director/
Engineer to the new range
from Range 30.

Additional Action Items
- approved by unanimous
roll call or regular vote: to
approve the amendments
to the Plum Creek Library
System Agency Agreement
as presented; to approve
the Conditional Use Permit
applied for by Joseph Olson
to build a dwelling in shore-
land with conditions; to ap-

prove the Conditional Use
Permit applied for by Larry
Penner to build a dwelling in
shoreland with conditions;
to adopt resolution 26-07-07
Resolution Approving State
of Minnesota Joint Powers
Agreements with the County
of Cottonwood on Behalf of
its County Attorney;to adopt
resolution 26-07-07A, accept-
ing the Wetland Conserva-
tion Act delegation from all
cities located within Cotton-
wood County: Windom, Bing-
ham Lake, Mountain Lake,
Westbrook Storden, Jeffers,
and Comfrey; to adopt reso-
lution 26-07-07B, delegating
Wetland Conservation Act
authority to Cottonwood
SWCD; to purchase a Kubota
F2690 4WD front mower with
a 60-inch mower deck and
grass catcher, from state bid,
in the amount of $31,086.81
from New Tec, Inc.
S/Carolyn Rempel,
Auditor/Treasurer
S/Thomas D. Appel,
Board Chair
S/Kelly Thongvivong,
County Coordinator
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