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Windom Community Center

GARAGE SALE
Saturday, April 4

9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
1750 Cottonwood Lake Drive

$30 FOR 2 TABLES
Call 507-831-6149 to reserve your spot

Only 30 Vendor spots available!

Windom Community Center
1750 Cottonwood Lake Dr. Windom, MN 56101

WE INVITE YOU to be included on our graduation pages 
published in the Cottonwood County Citizen and 
Observer/Advocate.

Submit a photo and graduation information to Kelly —

507-831-3455 
classifieds@windomnews.com
Information needs to be submitted by Wednesday, April 15, 2026.

Attention —

HOME SCHOOL GRADUATES

Class of
2026

Windom, Mountain Lake, 
Butterfield-Odin, 
Red Rock Central

RECORD/ Man 
arrested after 
flashing a gun
F R O M  PA G E  2

March 25
• 2:58 p.m. Officers respond-

ed to a two-vehicle accident 
in the Toro lot. A 2010 Dodge, 
driven by Jesus Ibarra Ro-
driguez of  St. James, had no 
damage. A 2006 GMC, driven 
by Cindylee Kuhnau of  
Heron Lake, had minor rear 
bumper damage. No injuries 
were reported.
• 3:44 p.m. Officers re-

sponded to a single-vehicle 
accident at Highway 60 and 
Highway 71. A 2017 Ford, 
driven by Ronald Kuecker 
of  Windom, had moderate 
disabling damage to the front 
driver’s side after striking a 
utility pole. No other ve-
hicles were involved.
• 7:22 p.m. Officers respond-

ed to a disturbance at a retail 

store involving a verbal 
altercation between an em-
ployee and a customer in the 
2000 block of  First Avenue. 
The case will be forwarded 
to the prosecutor’s office for 
possible disorderly conduct 
charges.

March 27
• 12:33 p.m. A 16-year-old 

Windom male was involved 
in a parking lot accident at 
Kwik Trip. A 2001 Chevrolet, 
driven by Otto Ober of  Heron 
Lake, backed into his 2011 
Nissan. Minor damage to 
both vehicles was reported.
• 4:58 p.m. Officers re-

sponded to a two-vehicle ac-
cident at the intersection of  
Highway 60 and Sixth Street.  
A 2012 Chevrolet, driven 
by Jorge Montejo Garcia 
of  Worthington, had front 
driver’s side fender and bum-
per damage. A 2015 Toyota, 
driven by Osman Abduqadir 
Gele of  Minneapolis, had 
front passenger side fender 
and bumper damage. No 
injuries were reported.

• 6:48 p.m. Officers assisted 
the Minnesota State Patrol 
with a two-vehicle accident 
at Hwy 60 near Kwik Trip.

March 28
• 2:19 p.m. Officers re-

sponded to a motor vehicle 
accident at Kwik Trip. A 2014 
Nissan, driven by Tomas 
Ambrocio of  Faribault, and 
a 2009 vehicle driven by 
Amy Thom of  Windom, both 
sustained minor damage. No 
injuries were reported.

March 29
• 12:04 a.m. Officers spoke 

with a Windom resident 
about an issue they had with 
a dog.
• 11:46 a.m. Officers spoke 

to a male resident regarding 
a civil matter involving a 
vehicle.
• 12:34 p.m. Officers took a 

report from a local business 
regarding receiving a coun-
terfeit $20 bill. The matter is 
still under investigation.

Sheriff’s report
March 23
• 4:49 p.m. Deputies re-

ceived a report of  a possible 
domestic assault at Pre-
mium Iowa Pork in Windom. 
Deputies stood by while the 
Windom Police Department 
conducted its investigation. 
Ultimately, a 40-year-old 
female from Windom was ar-
rested and transported to the 
Cottonwood County Jail. 
• 5:10 p.m. Deputies re-

ceived a report of  a possible 
scam. The reporting party 
stated that he had received a 
phone call from a bank ask-
ing him to verify his Social 
Security number. He stated 
that he did not exchange that 
information and the call is 
still under investigation.

March 26
• 6:59 p.m. Deputies re-

ceived a report of  possible 
harassment. The reporting 
party had been receiving 
unwanted text messages 
with possible threats. The 

party was advised to apply 
for a harassment restraining 
order. The incident is still 
under investigation.

March 27
• 7:19 a.m. Deputies re-

ceived a report of  possible 
online harassment. They 
spoke with both parties in-
volved and it was agreed that 
the harassment would stop.
• 1:09 p.m. Deputies re-

ceived a report of  a possible 
harassment. The harass-
ment had taken place with a 
juvenile female on a school 
bus. The party was advised 
to possibly retain a harass-
ment restraining order and 
the incident is still under 
investigation.
• 2:09 p.m. Deputies re-

ceived a report of  a possible 
assault in the 1200 block of  
Third Avenue in Mt. Lake. 
The deputy stood by while 
the Mt. Lake Police Depart-
ment conducted its investiga-
tion. Ultimately, a 24-year-old 
female from Mt. Lake was 
arrested and transported to 

the Cottonwood County Jail.
• 6:48 p.m. Deputies 

received a report of  an 
accident with injuries on 
Highway 60 by Kwik Trip. 
The deputies stood by while 
the Minnesota State Patrol 
conducted its investiga-
tion. An injured party was 
transported to Windom Area 
Health for further treatment.

March 28
• 10:21 a.m. A deputy re-

ceived a report of  a juvenile 
runaway from Jeffers. The 
party was located and placed 
in a different residence for 
the weekend. 
• 5:26 p.m. Deputies 

received a report from Mt. 
Lake in reference to a male 
party that flashed a gun. 
Deputies responded along 
with the Mt. Lake Police 
Department. Deputies stood 
by while MLPD conducted 
its investigation. Ultimately, 
a 21-year-old male was ar-
rested and transported to the 
Cottonwood County Jail.
(AI-2)

Minutes
Regular Meeting
March 9, 2026

The Windom Board of  Edu-
cation met in regular session 
on Monday, March 9, 2026, at 
5:30 p.m. in the Windom City 
Council Chambers.
Members present: Lynn 

Liepold, Barb Jones, Joel Bor-
dewyk, Angie Klassen, Bri-
anne Miller and Matt Steffen
Absent: Bruce Mews
Angie Klassen opened the 

meeting with the Pledge of  
Allegiance.
MSP Bordewyk/Steffen to 

approve the amended agenda, 
with the addition of  item 23. 
Motion carried.
MSP Miller/Leipold to ac-

cept the list of  donations. 
Motion carried.
No one for Open Forum.
MSP Jones/Miller to ap-

prove the Consent Agenda. 
Motion carried.
MSP Miller/Jones to ap-

prove the 2027 Washington 
D.C. Trip. Motion carried.
Corey Barfknecht pre -

sented the Elementary re-
port. There were several 
visitors that read in differ-
ent classrooms for I Love to 
Read Month. Elementary and 
Bridges PLC's are going well. 
They are looking at data and 
discussing interventions to 
help the students succeed. 
Family Engagement night is 
March 10. Kindergarten reg-
istration is coming up May 7. 
There will be spring concerts, 
Terrific Kid Recognitions, 3rd 
grade Battle of  the Books, 4th 
grade LEGO Robotics, McPTO 
Night on March 24 and many 
other fun events coming up. 
Thank you to School Social 
Worker, Melissa Pletcher.
Dane Nielsen presented the 

Middle School report. School 
Social Worker Recognition 
week is March 2-6, thank you 
to Middle/High School Social 
Worker, Kylie Nielsen and Me-
lissa Pletcher, who helps with 
5th grade. Thank you to the 
maintenance custodial staff  
as well for all they do. The 
Middle School Play will be 

held at 7 p.m. on March 20 and 
21. Author Matt Eicheldinger 
will be coming back for a visit 
this spring. March 20 is the 
end of  quarter 3 and students 
will be dismissed at 12:35 p.m. 
On March 26 parent/teacher 
conferences will be held from 
3:30-8:30 p.m.
Bryan Joyce presented the 

High School report. The Dis-
ney trip is coming up for 
many students on March 
24-29. College and Career fair 
was held on Friday, March 6. 
All went well. Spring Break 
is coming up with no school 
April 3 or 6. There will be 
a staff  development day on 
April 6. Spring testing is com-
ing up as well.
Amanda Wilson provided 

the Special Education report. 
Another round of  Early Child-
hood Screenings took place. 
The Rising Eagles team had 
a visit recently from a trainer 
with the STAR Autism Sup-
port Center. They were given 
a great review of  how things 
are going. Student needs be-

ing met has increased over 
the past two months. Sched-
uling and planning for both 
summer services and 2026-27 
programming is in full swing.
Jamie Frank presented 

her Superintendent report. 
Enrollment numbers were 
provided and remain the same 
as January 1 count. Super-
intendent Frank went to the 
State Capitol to advocate for 
rural education. Several su-
perintendents from the area 
went as well and were able 
to meet with our representa-
tives, Bill Weber and Marj 
Fogelman, as well as several 
others. Windom Schools Edu-
cational Foundation is up and 
running. The Board of  Direc-
tors has been established with 
Juhl Erickson serving as the 
president, Collin Lovell serv-
ing as vice president, Dane 
Nielsen serving as treasurer, 
and Angie Klassen serving as 
secretary. The student mem-
ber of  the foundation is Sadie 
Tjentland. Other members 
include Jason Rupp, Antonio 

Cerda-Juarez, Jacob Johnson, 
Melissa Pletcher, Doyle Matt-
son, Tony Thompson, Jeff  
Huska, Holly Anderson, and 
Jamie Frank. We've accepted 
$50,500 in donations to date. 
The treasurer as sent requests 
for proposals to all investment 
companies in Windom. Once 
received, the foundation will 
select a firm to invest funds. 
Once interest is earned, teach-
ers will be able to complete 
mini grants for materials to 
enhance the educational ex-
perience in their classrooms.
MSP Miller/Steffen to ap-

prove the Social Studies Cur-
riculum. Motion carried.
MSP Bordewyk/Miller to 

approve the Windom Robotics 
and Drones fundraiser. Mo-
tion carried.
MSP Steffen/Liepold to ap-

prove the Windom Baseball 
fundraiser. Motion carried.
MSP Miller/Liepold to ap-

prove the Achievement and 
Integration Application and 
Budget. Motion carried.
Administration presented 

information on changing the 
school day to a 7-period day.
MSP Bordewyk/Steffen 

to approve the High School 
Graduation requirements of  
25 credits for class of  2027 and 
24 credits for Class of  2028 and 
beyond. Motion carried.
MSP Liepold/Bordewyk to 

approve the MOU to accom-
pany the 7 Period Day. Motion 
carried.
MSP Jones/Liepold to ap-

prove the Amended 2026-2027 
Academic Calendar to reflect 
7 period days. Motion carried.
MSP Steffen/Jones to ap-

prove the Operational Invest-
ment of  $28,000 annually for 
5 years for the Soaring Eagle 
Childcare Center. Motion 
carried.
MSP Jones/Liepold to ap-

prove adding 2 paraprofes-
sional positions at 6.75 hours 
each. Motion carried.
The meeting was adjourned 

at 7:23 p.m.
Brianne Miller, Clerk
Angie Klassen, Chair
Attest Brianne Miller, Clerk

Board of Education
official proceedings of 

Lorna Johnson

Lorna was born in 
Westbrook, Minn. on 8:00 
to 13:00–52 and raised on 
the farm. After graduat-
ing from Westbrook High 
School in 1970, she attended 
schooling for shorthand 
and secretarial work in 
Jackson until she married 
in June of  1971 to Lyndon 
B. Johnson. Living on a 
farm outside of  Storden, 
she helped with farming 
while raising two children. 
In addition to attending 
all of  her kids’ school and 
extracurricular events, 
Lorna enjoyed teaching 

Bible School 
and Sunday 
School, sew-
ing, being 
outdoors, gar-
dening/flower 
beds, attend-
ing basketball 
games and 
raising dogs 
and horses. In 
2001, Lorna 
and Lyndon 
retired from 
farming and 
moved to 
Arizona to sell real estate. 
After retirement, they 

moved near 
Sioux Falls 
and finally 
to Big Lake, 
Minn. in 2020.
Lorna at-

tended Camp 
Shetek Bible 
Camp as a 
young girl, 
and accepted 
Christ as her 
Savior during 
one of  those 
summers. 
She passed 

into the loving arms of  
her Savior at the age of  73 

on March 25 after a long 
battle with Parkinson’s and 
dementia.
Lorna is preceded in 

death by her parents, Jen-
nie and Gerald Noomen.
She is survived by her 

husband, Lyndon; daughter 
Lucy (Erik) Kunz of  Big 
Lake, (Grandkids Carson 
and Dylan Kunz); Son Dar-
ren (Amanda) Johnson of  
Crooks, S.D.; Sister Karen 
(Dennis) Johnson of  Lake 
Crystal; Brother Wayne 
(Louise) Noomen of  Kan-
sas; Ryan (Mary) Noomen 
of  Westbrook.

John W. Smith
May. 19, 1941 –  Mar. 24, 2026

John W. Smith, of  Windom, Minn., United States 
passed away on Tuesday, Mar. 24, at Good Samaritan So-
ciety Sogge Memorial in Windom, Minn., United States. 
A Celebration of  Life Service for John W. Smith, age 
84, of  Windom, was held at Lacanne Family Celebra-
tion of  Life Center in Windom on Monday, March 30 at 
11:00 a.m., with a time of  visitation and gathering for 
one hour prior to the service from 10:00 to 11:00 a.m. Ar-
rangements are under the care of  the LaCanne Family 
Celebration of  Life Center. Condolences and memories 
of  John may be shared online at www.LaCanneFuner-
alHome.com.

Shirley Quade
May. 30, 1930 –  Mar. 24, 2026

Shirley Quade, of  Storden, Minn.,   passed away on 
Tuesday, Mar. 24, at Ava’s House in Sioux Falls, S.D.,  
USA. A Celebration of  Life Service for Shirley was held 
on Sunday, March 29, at 2:00 p.m. at the LaCanne Fam-
ily Celebration of  Life Center in Windom. Burial was 
held in the Jeffers Cemetery in Jeffers, Minn.  A visita-
tion for Shirley was held on Sunday, March 29 from 
1:00 to 2:00 p.m. at the LaCanne Family Celebration of  
Life Center in Windom. Arrangements are under the 
care of  the LaCanne Family Celebration of  Life Center. 
Condolences and memories of  Shirley may be shared 
online at LaCanneFuneralHome.com.

Martin ‘Marty’ Hanson
Jul. 24, 1958 –  Mar. 20, 2026

Martin ‘Marty’ Hanson, of  Jeffers, Minn., passed 
away on Friday, Mar. 20. A Celebration of  Life Ser-
vice for Martin ‘Marty’ Hanson, age 67, of  Jeffers and 
Springfield, will be held on Thursday, April 2 at 11:00 
a.m. at the Jeffers United Methodist Church in Jeffers. 
A visitation for Marty will be held on Thursday, April 2 
from 10:00 to 11:00 a.m. at the Jeffers United Methodist 
Church in Jeffers. The service will be livestreamed on 
the Jeffers United Methodist Church Facebook Page.

Scam targets Venmo 
Michigan Attorney General 

Dana Nessel is reissuing her 
consumer alert about pay-
ment apps and scams follow-
ing reports nationwide of  
scammers targeting Venmo 
users. The scam involves a 
scammer “accidentally” send-
ing money to consumers on 
the peer-to-peer (P2P) ser-
vice and then asking for the 
money back. 
The Attorney General 

advises consumers to never 
send back the money. Instead, 
they should contact the P2P 
service about the error. Scam-
mers often use stolen funds 
that Venmo and other P2P 
services will eventually flag 
as fraudulent. A common ver-
sion of  this happens when a 
scammer uses a stolen credit 
card number to deposit the 
funds into a consumer’s P2P 
account. Eventually, the real 
holder of  the credit card may 
succeed in getting that pay-
ment reversed as a fraudulent 
charge. This means the in-
nocent consumer who returns 
the supposedly accidental 
deposit to the fraudster will 
experience a debit from the 
credit card company, and any 
transferred funds will come 
from the consumer’s P2P ac-
count balance.
“Scammers are constantly 

evolving their tactics to 
exploit consumers,” Nessel 
said. “Remember, it’s always 
best to use an extra degree of  
caution with any transaction 
involving someone you do 
not know. If  you believe you 
have been a victim of  a scam, 
please do not hesitate to reach 
out to my department.”
P2P scams can take many 

other forms, including:
• Scammers impersonat-

ing a consumer’s bank to 
alert them about “suspicious 
activity” on their account and 
direct them to send money 
to themselves or “the bank’s 
address” to reverse a transac-
tion or to verify the account is 
not frozen. 
• Fraudsters reaching out 

to consumers claiming to 
represent a fraud department 
or merchant and ask them to 
confirm information such as 
their bank account username 
and password, credit card 
or debit card data, or Social 
Security numbers. 
• Scammers posing as a le-

gitimate business requesting 
a P2P payment for a product 
or service.
• Scammers connecting a 

stolen credit card to a pay-
ment app then look for people 
selling big ticket items (such 
as a computer, tablet, or car) 
online. The scammers will 
offer to pay for the product us-
ing the app. Once the seller ac-
cepts the payment and sends 
the item, they’ll soon discover 
that the payment sent is not 
to a legitimate buyer, and the 
money collected is removed 
from their account. The seller 
is then without either the 
item or the money.
• Fraudsters sending 

spoofed emails warning that 
an account is about to be sus-
pended and that the account 
holder must enter their pass-
word on a spoofed webpage.  
The Attorney General 

reminds consumers to never 
share their personal informa-
tion, treat P2P payments like 
cash, and not pay for prod-
ucts until they receive them. 
Victims of  a scam involving 
P2P payment apps can file a 
complaint with the Federal 
Trade Commission.

Share your scam story
Local law enforcement 

officials are concerned about 
the impact of  scams on area 
residents, particularly the 
elderly.
Consequently, this news-

paper works with police and 
sheriff ’s departments to 
keep residents updated on 
schemes. Scam Alerts will 
appear in future editions as 
often as possible.
If  you have been the target 

of  a scam, feel free to contact 
us with details (we can keep 
your name confidential). 
Send your story to joela@
windomnews.com, or call 
507-831-3455. By sharing, you 
could prevent someone from 
being scammed.
Watch for scam updates on 

Thursdays at www.windom-
news.com.

 Scam alert

“A man who 
stops advertising 
to save money is 
like a man who 
stops the clock 
to save time.”
— Henry Ford


