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Janet Hochstein
A Celebration of Life

Service for Janet
Hochstein, age 84, of Win-
dom, will be held Friday,
May 1st at 10:30 AM at the
American Lutheran
Church in Windom. Buri-
al will be in Amo Luther-
an Cemetery in rural
Storden.

A visitation for Janet
will be held on Thursday,
April 30th from 4:00 to 7:00
PM at the American
Lutheran Church in Win-
dom. Visitation will con-
tinue Friday, May 1st, at
the American Lutheran
Church in Windom for
one hour prior to the ser-
vice from 9:30 to 10:30 AM.
The service will be
livestreamed on the
American Lutheran
Church’s Facebook page.

Janet Arlene (Mattison)
Hochstein was born on
February 7, 1942, in
Springfield, Minnesota, to
Minnerd Julius and
Leona Arlene (Quiring)
Mattison. She was bap-
tized and confirmed at
Highwater Lutheran
Church in rural Lam-
berton and was a long-
time member of the
American Lutheran
Church in Windom. Jan
received her early ed-
ucation at a double
schoolhouse and later
attended Lamberton High
School, graduating in
1960.

On June 3, 1962, Jan
was united in marriage to
David Nerhus. The couple
was blessed with three
children, Brant, Michelle
and Brandi. The Nerhus
family made their home
in Windom. Jan was a
devoted and supportive
mother, always en-
couraging her children in
all their many interests
and activities. She loved
her family deeply, es-
pecially her grand-
children and great--
grandchildren. After 35
years of marriage, David
passed away in 1997.

Jan later found com-
panionship with Jerry
Lee Hochstein, and the
couple was married on
August 18, 2007, happily
blending their families.
Through the marriage,
Jan gained another son,
Mark Hochstein, and his
family.

Over the years, Jan
worked Toro, DAC and
Loopy’s, and she even
drove trucks for some
time. She was known for
being “matter of fact” and
never hesitated to speak
her mind. She was

one of the rare few who
truly disliked chocolate.
Jan enjoyed wood-
working, tending to flow-
ers, watching hum-
mingbirds in her back-
yard, and travelling
whenever she had the
chance. From her earlier
years, she built a cher-
ished collection of light-
houses.

On Friday, April 24,
2026, Jan passed away
peacefully at Golden
Horizon’s of Worthington,
Minnesota.

Left to cherish her
memory are her husband
of 19 years, Jerry
Hochstein of Windom;
daughters, Michelle (Jose)
Morales of Magnolia, TX,
and Brandi (Blair) Grove)
of Windom; daugh-
ter-in-law, Jolynn Nerhus
of Windom; son, Mark
(Shelly) Hochstein of Ka-
sota; 10 grandchildren,
Nicole (Nathan) Bergh-
dahl, Ashley Nerhus, Lu-
cas Nerhus, Mateo (Dacia)
Morales, Jennifer (Oscar)
Villegas, Jerrica (Tony)
Jenniges, Skyler (Gus)
Shockley, Ashley (Mitch)
Palmer, Kaylee (Ali)
Grove, and Pablo
Morales; 16 great--
grandchildren; sis-
ters-in-law, Peggy Mat-
tison, Janet Jensen, and
Gloria Hochstein; broth-
er-in-law, Allen
Hochstein; as well as sev-
eral nieces, nephews,
relatives and friends.

Jan was preceded in
death by her parents,
Minnerd and Leona Mat-
tison; husband, David
Nerhus; son Brant Ner-
hus; siblings, Myron
(Lois) Mattison, Luetta
(James) Engen, Arlin
Mattison, and Dennis
(Margie) Mattison.

Blessed be her memory.
Arrangements are un-

der the care of the La-
Canne Family Cel-
ebration of Life Center.
Condolences and mem-
ories of Janet may be
shared online at La-
CanneFuneralHome.com

Stacy Jo Anderson
A Celebration of Life

Service for Stacy Jo An-
derson, age 51, of rural
Windom, will be held
Tuesday, April 28th at
11:00 AM at the American
Lutheran Church in Win-
dom. Burial will be in
Bethany Lutheran Ceme-
tery in rural Storden.

A visitation for Stacy Jo
will be held on Monday,
April 27th from 5:00 to 7:00
PM at the LaCanne Fam-
ily Celebration of Life
Center in Windom. Vis-
itation will continue
Tuesday, April 28th at the
American Lutheran
Church in Windom for
one hour prior to the ser-
vice. The service will be
livestreamed on the
American Lutheran
Church’s Facebook page.

Stacy Jo Anderson was
born on November 22,
1974, in Windom, Min-
nesota, to Thomas Henry
and Lois Maxine (Hei-
debrink) Anderson. She
was a kind and caring
person, always ready to
lend a helping hand and
offer quiet support to
those around her. Stacy
had a special bond with
her furry companions,
Molly and Mack, who
brought her comfort and
joy and were truly her
pride.

After graduating from
Windom High School with
the Class of 1993, Stacy Jo
continued her education
at Minnesota West Com-
munity & Technical Col-
lege in Willmar and Wor-
thington, earning a degree
in Human Service Tech-
nology. She found mean-
ingful work as a Des-
ignated Coordinator at
New Dawn, where she
managed two homes and
made a lasting difference
in the lives of those she
served. She also worked
as the City Clerk for the
City of Heron Lake for
five years and served the
community as a member
of the Herbert-Reese
American Legion Aux-
iliary.

Stacy Jo had a creative
eye and a love for pho-
tography, earning recog-
nition for her beautiful
landscape images. One of
her photographs, a peace-
ful sunset, has been cho-
sen to be featured on her
obituary folder, a fitting
reflection of her quiet
appreciation for life’s
simple beauty. She cher-
ished time with her fam-
ily, loved horses, and
found comfort in cro-
cheting during quieter
moments. In her younger
years, she was active in
4-H and continued to sup-
port its mission through-
out her life.

On April 22, 2026, Stacy
passed away at her home
in rural Windom.

She will be deeply
missed by her loving par-
ents, Thomas and Lois
Anderson of Windom; her
brother, Chad Anderson
(Michelle) of Phoenix,
Arizona; her nieces, Jor-
dan and Jasmine; and her
beloved pets, Molly and
Mack, who were always
close to her heart.

Stacy will be re-
membered for her gentle
spirit, her caring nature,
and the many quiet ways
she made a difference in
the lives of others.

Arrangements are un-
der the care of the La-
Canne Family Cel-
ebration of Life Center.
Condolences and mem-
ories of Stacy Jo may be
shared online at La-
CanneFuneralHome.com.

Margaretha Joyce Winkel

Margaretha Joyce (Wag-
ner) Winkel passed away 
on April 18, at the Good 
Samaritan Society in Mt. 
Lake.

A private family ceremo-
ny was held. Arrangements 
are with Sturm Funeral 
Home in Springfield. 
Online condolences may be 
left for the family at www.
sturmfh.com.

“Muggs” was born June 
6, 1933, on the family farm 
at Heron Lake. Working 
hard and helping others is 
what characterized her en-
tire life. She took pride in 
being a Registered Nurse, 
graduating from and work-
ing at St. Mary’s Hospital 

in Rochester, 
Minn. She 
worked at the 
Heron Lake 
Hospital until 
it closed and 
then at the 
Windom Hos-
pital. Later in 
life, she lived 
in Springfield 
and volun-
teered at St. 
Raphael Cath-
olic Church, 
St. John Lu-
theran Home and various 
other organizations. She 
tended to the kitchen at 
the Fredin Brothers Office 
in Springfield and always 

had a joke to 
share.

Muggs is 
survived by 
her daughters, 
Peg (Ed) Voigt, 
Linda (Curt) 
Fredin and 
Pat (Glenn) 
Lund; grand-
children, 
Drew (Petra) 
Voigt, Alex 
(Signe) Voigt, 
TJ (Emily) 
Voigt, Matt 

(Brittany) Fredin, Mag-
gie (Adam) Meyer, Mitch 
Fredin, Mason Fredin, Jer-
emy Lund, Cassie (Marty) 
Ray, and Brady Lund; 10 

great grandchildren; and 
one sister, Ruth Doherty.

Muggs’ grandchildren 
were her joy. Treasured 
memories were made as 
she babysat them, carted 
them to–and–fro and kept 
them organized. In adult-
hood, she offered good 
practical advice and always 
reminded them that they 
were in her prayers.

Losing a mother is one 
of  the deepest sorrows a 
heart can know. Mom, we 
will always hold you in our 
hearts.

Memorials preferred to: 
The Maples 301 S. Cty Rd 5 
Springfield, Minn. 56087
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Cottonwood County 
Board of  Commissioners

Regular Meeting
The Board of  Commis-

sioners met in regular ses-
sion on Tuesday, April 7, 2026 
at 9:00 a.m. at the Cotton-
wood County Courthouse in 
Windom, MN. Present for all 
or portions of  the meeting 
were: Commissioners Tom 
Appel, Kevin Stevens, Larry 
Anderson, Donna Grav-
ley, Wayne Maras; County 
Attorney Nick Anderson, 
Auditor/Treasurer Carolyn 
Rempel, County Coordinator 
Kelly Thongvivong, Kathy 
Marsh, Stephen Schnieder, 
Jed Rhubee, Dan Quade, 
Mike Meeks, Dave Grev, 
Brad Hutchison, Denis Quar-
berg, and Joel Alvstad.

Routine Items — ap-
proved by unanimous 
roll call or regular vote: 
to approve the agenda; to 
approve the minutes of  
the March 17, 2026, regular 
meeting; to approve April 
warrants in the amount of  
$181,525.77 and broken down 
as follows: County Revenue 
Fund — $47,818.11, Ditch 
Fund — $39,254.01, Road and 
Bridge Fund — $75,970.20, 
Waste Abatement/SCORE — 
$5,258.95, Landfill Enterprise 
Fund — $13,224.50, adjourn-
ment.

Personnel Items — ap-
proved by unanimous roll 
call or regular vote: to ap-
prove sending Mike Meeks 
to the 2026 Samsara Confer-
ence in Chicago, Illinois, 
and allow him to use a 
County vehicle and County 
credit card for fuel and hotel 

purchases during the period 
of  May 11 – May 13, 2026; to 
allow Joe Riihl, Building and 
Grounds Worker, to use up 
to 64 hours of  unpaid time 
between April 6 and Septem-
ber 30, 2026, due to previ-
ously planned vacation time 
upon hire; to hire an appli-
cant as a part-time Jailer/
Dispatcher, on Range 12, step 
Minimum ($25.85) pending 
successful completion of  all 
hiring requirements.

Additional Action 
Items — approved by unani-
mous roll call or regular 
vote: to recognize the Tele-
communicators Proclama-
tion and declare the week of  
April 12-18, 2026, as National 
Public Safety Telecommuni-
cators Week and to allow the 
Board Chair to sign; to adopt 
resolution 26-04-07B Trunk 
Highway 60/6th Street and 
CSAH 17 Signal Replacement 
in Windom Cooperative Con-
struction Agreement — Mn-
DOT Contract No. 1061440; 
to adopt resolution 26-04-07 
Resolution to Adopt and 
Implement the Blue Earth 
River Watershed Compre-
hensive Watershed Manage-
ment Plan; to adopt resolu-
tion 26-04-07A Recommend-
ing the Appointment of  
Andy Geiger to the Red Rock 
Rural Water System Board 
of  Commissioners; to adopt 
the Cottonwood County Deer 
Hunting Firearms Ordi-
nance as presented.

S/Carolyn Rempel, 
Auditor/Treasurer
S/Thomas D. Appel, 
Board Chair
S/Kelly Thongvivong,
County Coordinator

Cottonwood County 
official proceedings of 

Got a package you 
didn’t order? It’s 
probably a scam 

What could be better than 
opening the mailbox or the 
front door and finding an 
unexpected package? 

Free gifts might seem 
like fun — but when an 
unexpected package lands on 
your doorstep, it may come 
with a higher cost than you 
expected.

Scammers are sending 
people fake “luxury” items 
like rings, beauty products, 
and even Bluetooth speakers. 
This is sometimes called a 
“brushing scam,” so called 
because it’s “brushing up” — 
or increasing — the scam-
mer’s sales. 

How does it work? Scam-
mers or sellers of  knock-
off  merchandise find your 
address or other personal 
information online. 

They send you goods you 
never ordered and use your 
information to write fake 
online reviews about their 
products in your name — 

which helps them boost 
sales.

“Who cares if  they write 
a fake review in my name?” 
you might say. 

Well, if  you got a package 
you didn’t order, it means 
someone likely has your 
personal information — and 
undoing the potential harm 
from identity theft could cost 
you time and money.

If  you got an unexpected 
package you didn’t order:

• Change passwords on 
all your online shopping 
accounts in case they were 
compromised. 

If  the package came from 
Amazon or another online 
marketplace, send the plat-
form a message so they can 
investigate removing the 
seller.

• Check your credit weekly 
for free at AnnualCreditRe-
port.com to monitor the 
information in your credit 
report and check for signs of  
identity theft.

• Don’t contact the sender. 

If  you search online for 
the sender and reach out, 
anyone who responds will 
likely try to get more sensi-
tive information from you to 
try to steal your money.

Got a package you didn’t 
order? Keep the merchan-
dise and report fake reviews 
and scams to the FTC at 
ReportFraud.ftc.gov. This 
information was provided 
by Jim Kreidler, consumer 
education specialist, with the 
Federal Trade Commission.

Share your scam story
Local law enforcement of-

ficials are concerned about 
the impact of  scams on area 
residents, particularly the 
elderly.

Consequently, this news-
paper works with police and 
sheriff ’s departments to 
keep residents updated on 
schemes. Scam Alerts will 
appear in future editions as 
often as possible.

If  you have been the 
target of  a scam, feel free to 
contact us with details (we 
can keep your name confi-
dential). Send your story to 
joela@windomnews.com, or 
call 507-831-3455. By sharing, 
you could prevent someone 
from being scammed.

Watch for scam updates 
on Thursdays at www.win-
domnews.com.

 Scam alert

Stacy Jo Anderson

Edward "Bud" Yonker, II
A Celebration of Life

Service to honor the life
and legacy of Edward
“Bud” Yonker II, age 65,
of rural Windom, will be
held Friday, May 1st, at
11:00 AM at the Lutheran
Church of Our Saviors in
Windom.

A visitation for Bud will
be held on Thursday,
April 30th from 4:00 PM to
7:00 PM at the LaCanne
Family Celebration of Life
Center in Windom. Vis-
itation will continue on
Friday at the Lutheran
Church of Our Saviors in
Windom for one hour
prior to the service.

Bud lived a life defined
not by words, but by
steady work, quiet
strength, and deep de-
votion to the land, cattle
and the people he loved.

He was a man of few
words, but those who
knew him understood the
depth behind his quiet
nature. Farming and
ranching were more than
his livelihood; they were
his way of life. Through
long days and changing
seasons, he remained
dedicated to his work,
finding purpose in caring
for the land and the an-
imals entrusted to him.

Edward Gordon
Yonker, II, was born on
January 10, 1961, to Ed-
ward G. and Janice
(Nestegard) Yonker, in
Lakefield, Minnesota. He
was baptized on May 13,
1961 at Our Saviors
Lutheran in Jackson, MN
and confirmed at Amer-
ican Lutheran Church in
Windom, MN. He grad-
uated from Windom High
School in 1979 and went
on to study at South
Dakota State University,
where he earned a Bach-
elor of Science in Animal
Science, an education that
prepared him for his ca-
reer as a cattle buyer for
American Foods Group.
Bud was also certified as
an AI tech.

Bud was united in mar-
riage to Nicole Sue
“Nikki” Crispin on Sep-
tember 17, 1994, and to-
gether they built a life
rooted in love and shared
commitment. Bud and
Nikki were blessed with
two sons, Austin and
Braden, and they raised
their family with a strong
emphasis on

hard work, responsibility,
and respect. He led by
example, showing his
children the importance
of putting in a full day’s
work and doing things the
right way. His steady
presence and com-
mitment to his family
were constants they could
always rely on.

On Tuesday, April 21st,
Bud passed away at Avera
McKennan Hospital in
Sioux Falls, South Dako-
ta. He will be remembered
for his unwavering work
ethic, his gentle and re-
served nature, and the
enduring values he
passed on to his family.
His life stands as a tes-
tament to the strength
found in humility and the
impact of a life faithfully
lived.

Left to cherish his
memory are his wife of 31
years, Nikki Yonker of
Windom; sons, Austin
(fiancé, Ciera) Yonker and
Braden Yonker, both of
Windom; two sisters,
Maureen (Eric) Herbst of
Sweeny, TX, and Marcia
(Steve) Dewald of Colum-
bus, NE; father-in-law,
Bill Crispin; nephews,
Taylor (Rachel) Schmidt
family of Columbus, GA,
Evan (Liz) Dewald family
of Columbus, NE; niece,
Kaylee (Beau) Godwin
family of Omaha, NE; and
many relatives and
friends.

He was preceded in
death by his parents, Ed
and Jan Yonker; sister,
Margret Yonker; and
mother-in-law, Rose
Crispin.

Bud will be re-
membered for his strong
work ethic, his quiet na-
ture, and the values he
passed on to his family.
He will be missed by those
who knew and loved him.

Edward “Bud” Yonker, II

Janet Hochstein


