m SCAM ALERT

Scam targets Venmo

Michigan Attorney General
Dana Nessel is reissuing her
consumer alert about pay-
ment apps and scams follow-
ing reports nationwide of
scammers targeting Venmo
users. The scam involves a
scammer “accidentally” send-
ing money to consumers on
the peer-to-peer (P2P) ser-
vice and then asking for the
money back.

The Attorney General
advises consumers to never
send back the money. Instead,
they should contact the P2P
service about the error. Scam-
mers often use stolen funds
that Venmo and other P2P
services will eventually flag
as fraudulent. A common ver-
sion of this happens when a
scammer uses a stolen credit
card number to deposit the
funds into a consumer’s P2P
account. Eventually, the real
holder of the credit card may
succeed in getting that pay-
ment reversed as a fraudulent
charge. This means the in-
nocent consumer who returns
the supposedly accidental

deposit to the fraudster will
experience a debit from the
credit card company, and any
transferred funds will come
from the consumer’s P2P ac-
count balance.

“Scammers are constantly
evolving their tactics to
exploit consumers,” Nessel
said. “Remember; it’s always
best to use an extra degree of
caution with any transaction
involving someone you do
not know. If you believe you
have been a victim of a scam,
please do not hesitate to reach
out to my department.”

P2P scams can take many
other forms, including:

«Scammers impersonat-
ing a consumer’s bank to
alert them about “suspicious
activity” on their account and
direct them to send money
to themselves or “the bank’s
address” to reverse a transac-
tion or to verify the account is
not frozen.

«Fraudsters reaching out
to consumers claiming to
represent a fraud department
or merchant and ask them to
confirm information such as

their bank account username
and password, credit card

or debit card data, or Social
Security numbers.

«Scammers posing as a le-
gitimate business requesting
a P2P payment for a product
or service.

«Scammers connecting a
stolen credit card to a pay-
ment app then look for people
selling big ticket items (such
as a computer, tablet, or car)
online. The scammers will
offer to pay for the product us-
ing the app. Once the seller ac-
cepts the payment and sends
the item, they’ll soon discover
that the payment sent is not
to a legitimate buyer, and the
money collected is removed
from their account. The seller
is then without either the
item or the money.

- Fraudsters sending
spoofed emails warning that
an account is about to be sus-
pended and that the account
holder must enter their pass-
word on a spoofed webpage.

The Attorney General
reminds consumers to never
share their personal informa-

tion, treat P2P payments like
cash, and not pay for prod-
ucts until they receive them.
Victims of a scam involving
P2P payment apps can file a
complaint with the Federal
Trade Commission.

Share your scam story

Local law enforcement
officials are concerned about
the impact of scams on area
residents, particularly the
elderly.

Consequently, this news-
paper works with police and
sheriff’s departments to
keep residents updated on
schemes. Scam Alerts will
appear in future editions as
often as possible.

If you have been the target
of a scam, feel free to contact
us with details (we can keep
your name confidential).
Send your story to joela@
windomnews.com, or call
507-831-3455. By sharing, you
could prevent someone from
being scammed.

Watch for scam updates on
Thursdays at www.windom-
news.com.

If you find mistakes in this publication, please
consider that they are there for a purpose.

We publish something for everyone and some
people are always looking for mistakes!
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OFFICIAL PUBLICATION
March 17, 2026
Cottonwood County
Board of Commissioners
Regular Meeting

The Board of Commis-
sioners met in regular ses-
sion on Tuesday, March
17, 2026 at 9:00 a.m. at the
Cottonwood County Court-
house in Windom, MN. Pres-
ent for all or portions of the
meeting were: Commission-
ers Tom Appel, Kevin Ste-
vens, Larry Anderson, Don-
na Gravley, Wayne Maras;
County Attorney Nick An-
derson, Auditor/Treasurer
Carolyn Rempel, Kathy
Marsh, Stephen Schnie-
der, Kyle Pillatzki, Paul
Johnson, Brandon Henning,
Michael Mueller, Juhl Erick-
son, Justin Schmidt, Corey
Steffl, Jimmy Drown, Hilary
Mathis, Lynne Kessler, Steve
Nasby, Matt Ashton, Jamie
Frank, Robin Weis, Landon
Johnson, Sonja Wilt, Emily
Masters, and Joel Alvstad.

Routine Items — ap-
proved by unanimous roll
call or regular vote: to ap-
prove the agenda as amend-
ed; to approve the minutes
of the March 3, 2026, regular
meeting; to approve March
warrants in the amount of
$66,013.07 and broken down
as follows: County Revenue
Fund — $23,604.06, Ditch
Fund—$12,118.00, Road and
Bridge Fund — $26,812.07,
Waste Abatement/SCORE —
$1,155.00, Landfill Enter-
prise Fund —$2,323.94, ad-
journment.

Personnel Items—ap-
proved by unanimous roll

official proceedings of

CorToNwoOD COUNTY

call or regular vote: to move
Arianna Rwaki to perma-
nent full-time status as As-
sistant County Attorney
effective April 1, 2026, after
successful completion of
her probationary period; to
transfer Anthony Fauglid,
Building & Grounds Worker,
to full-time Jail/Dispatcher
effective March 23, 2026, at
the rate of $27.99; to hire an
applicant for the position of
Building & Grounds Worker
pending the County Coordi-
nator finalizing salary and
start date.

Additional Action
Items — approved by
unanimous roll call or reg-
ular vote: to approve the
FY2026-FY2030 Joint Fund-
ing Agreement for the Des
Moines River Stream Gauge
and allow the Emergency
Management Director to
sign; to approve the Pro-
fessional Services Agree-
ment with Short Elliott
Hendrison, Inc. for 2026
Cottonwood County Landfill
Monitoring Services in an
amount not to exceed $49,900
and allow the Solid Waste
Administrator to sign; to
declare that the County of-
fices were officially closed
until 12:00 p.m. on March
16, 2026, due to the inclem-
ent weather conditions and
in accordance with County
Policy No. 240.

S/Carolyn Rempel,

Auditor/Treasurer

S/Thomas D. Appel,

Board Chair

S/Kelly Thongvivong,

County Coordinator

ACCOUNTING/TAX SERVICES ACCOUNTING/TAX SERVICES CHIROPRACTOR m

Johnson, Tibodeau,

Bottin, P.S.C.
Certified Public
Accountants & Consultants

Tax Consultation|Tax Preparation
Payroll Services | Financial Statements
Accounting & Bookkeeping Services

www.wmdomcpas com

507 83] 5070
930 4th Avenue, Windom

TAX CONSULTATION
& PREPARATION
* Income Tax Returns
* Accounting & Bookkeeping
Mon. thru Fri., 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.;
Evenings & weekends by appt.
Jensen Accounting
Cindy M. Jensen, C.P.A.
831-0227 Fax 831-5740
222 Tenth St. ® Windom

jensenaccounting@
windomnet.com

CENTER

RedRock

Chiropractic

Kyle J. Pankonin,

Colton Cogdill,
DC, BAT

Noah Pankonin,
NBC-HWC, BAT

Monday: 7 am-5 pm  Tuesday: 7 am-12 pm  Wednesday: 7 am-5 pm  Thursday: 9 am-6 pm  Friday: 7 am-12 pm

Decompression - Neuropathy - Functional Medicine - MLS Laser - Plantar Fasciitis - Neuro Feedback - Digital X-rays
Food Sensitivity Testing-Knee Pain - Electrical Muscle Stimulation - Ultrasound - Graston - Nutritional Supplements
In-office Rehab - Custom Orthotics Shockwave - Sports & DOT Physicals - Drug & Alcohol Testing

DC, DIANM, DACCP CFMP CCEP

Phone: 507-752-7650
Fax: 507-752-7635

202 Main St.-PO Box 517
Lamberton, MN 56152

office@redrockchiro.com
www.redrockchiro.com

Dr. Brian Hedman

CHIROPRACTOR

HepMAN CHiIRoPRACTIC CENTER L.L.C.

% Health care for all ages

% Most insurance accepted
% DOT physicals

Mon.—9 a.m. to 7 p.m.

% For pain relief & higher quality of health

Please Call 507 831-4770

Tues. thru Fri.—9 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.

307 9th Street
Windom, MN 56101

DENTIST

AMILY
DENTISTRY il

ALL ASPECTS OF DENTAL CARE UNDER ONE ROOF

General Dentistry ¢ Orthodontics ¢ Clear Braces
Dentures ¢ Teeth Whitening ¢ Porcelain Veneers
Zirconia Crowns * Composite Fillings ¢ Dental Implants
Babies/Pediatric Care ¢ Root Canals ¢ Extractions
Periodontics ¢ Laser Therapy And Much More

Jon Heezen, DDS

507-212-0002
888-817-6392
212 3rd Street, Tracy

www.prairielakesfamilydentistry.com

SPACE AVAILABLE

THIS SPACE IS
AVAILABLE!

Call:
507-831-3455

8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Monday thru Friday

-/
Brandon Karels
D.D.S.
GENERAL DENTISTRY

Including oral surgery,
root canal treatment and
implant consultations.

507-831-3717

WINDOM FAMILY
DENTISTRY

820 2nd Ave. N, Windom
Hours: M-Th 7 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Closed Fridays

FINANCIAL SERVICES

Edward Jones

Tony S Scott

507-831-1315

We get to know you first, then figure
out how to help you reach your goals.

Financial Advisor
840 4th Avenue
Windom, MN 56101

Member SIPC

MKT-58940-A AECSPAD > edwardjones.com

FINANCIAL SERVICES

Edward Jones

Give us a call.

ﬁ Matt Steffen
f - Financial Advisor
A 246 9th Street

Windom, MN 56101
507-831-2027

EJB-19325-A-E-DA-2

Complimentary portfolio review.

Member SIPC

edwardjones.com

Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there®

o StateFarm’

507-831-4705

1515 1st Ave. N.
Windom, MN 56101

Stacie Sanow, ChFC, RICP

stacie@sanowinsurance.com

ORTHODONTIST

PHYSICIANS

Medicare can he complicated.
I

A Farm Bureau agent makes it easy.

Call me to find a Medicare supplement
plan that’s right for you.

Specialist in Orthodontics, Dentofacial Orthopedics and Lingual Braces

Providing orthodontic treatment for children and adults on Thursdays at

579 RIVERBEND PLAZA « WINDOM
CRAIG E. NEWELL DDS, MS

' Newell
ann Hall-Marc 501'83l'2061
D FARM BUREAU 0 bt e i, i
. FINANCIAL SERVICES o732 Scrth°d°“"°5
agenttyann.com e
— R

OPTOMETRIST

Hours: Monday through Thursday,
9am. to5pm.
Friday, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

* Visual analysis, diagnosis
& therapy
¢ Cataracts—pre-op & post-op care
* Glaucoma—diagnosis & treatment
* Eyelid problems—diagnosis & referral

* Refractive laser surgery—
referral & post-op care

Dr. Michael B. Fisher

SERVING WINDOM AND SURROUNDING COMMUNITIES FOR 58 YEARS!

FISHER EYE CARE CLINIC, L.L.C.
507-831-3478

230 Tenth St. * Windom, MN 56101

* Age-related macular degeneration
—diagnosis & treatment

* Foreign body removal
* Treatment of ocular pathology
* Contact lenses & glasses available, if needed.

fishereyecare@gmail.com

ACcess ,,,‘, 507-831-1703

HEALTH ruralhc.net

In collaboration with Avera

Bruce Lorl
Larkin, MD  Jensen, CNP

Stephanie Kylle Rod

Stanley
Bennett, MD

Stephanie

Buhler, MD  Cowdin, MD  Dynes, MD Nwala, PA-C

SPACE AVAILABLE

THIS SPACE IS AVAILABLE!

Call: 507-831-3455

8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Monday thru Friday

TO PLAGE YOUR AD IN THE PROFESSIONAL DIRECTORY,

CALL 507-831-3455.




