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n WAHS will present “Mean 
Girls” on Feb. 2-4 with a 7 
p.m. start each night.

By DAVE FJELD

The cast and crew of  
Windom Area High School’s 
winter play won’t have 
any trouble relating to the 
production’s setting — high 
school.

Indeed, the WAHS drama 
department is going back 
to high school for the 2023 
winter play, “Mean Girls.” 
The school took its audi-
ences to East High School 
for “High School Musical” 
in the fall of  2021. This year, 
the cast and crew move to 
North Shore High School 
to recreate the cliques and 
popularity contests familiar 
to “High School Musical.”

“It’s perfect for a winter 
play because we try to stay 
with a little more conserva-
tive budget,” says director 
Emily Riordan. “A lot of  the 
costuming will be clothes 
the kids wear to school 
every day. There are a few 
kids who have to dress for 
scenes using the costume 
room; there’s a homecoming 
scene.

“We’re really excited to 
put on this show and to have 
people come and see it.”

Three shows will be pre-
sented Feb. 2-4, with 7 p.m. 
starts each evening.

Riordan is assisted by Ra-
chel Axford, who also serves 
as vocal director.

This was a popular choice 
among the student cast, 
but not their first choice. 
Riordan was set to stage 
“Teen Beach Movie”, not 
only because it was a favor-
ite among students, but it 
also provided a spotlight 
for Riordan’s sextet of  
senior girls who have been 
mainstays in the school’s 
musicals over the past 
four years. However, after 
downloading the script, she 
realized it wasn’t a script 
that would focus on all six 
of  her senior thespians.

That brought “Mean 
Girls” to center stage. It  
gives Riordan an opportu-
nity to put the talents of  
her six senior female cast 
members on full display. 
Moreover, Windom will be 
one of  just a small number 
of  schools throughout the 
country to stage this new 
musical production.

“It was just released to 
high schools this fall and 
we are one of  the first, 
even less than, 50 to do this 
across the nation,” Riordan 
explains.

“Mean Girls” is the musi-
cal version of  the 2004 film 
by the same name, which 
starred Lindsay Lohan 
in the lead role of  Cady 
Heron. Cady, portrayed by 
senior Moriah Lohrenz, is 
the new girl at North Shore 
High School and quickly 
befriends a group of  art stu-
dents lead by Janis Sarki-
sian (Isabel Mendoza Lopez) 
and Damian Hubbard (Mat-
thew Wilde), who also is an 
ex-boyfriend of  the leader 
of  the school’s popular 
clique, the “Plastics,” thus 
named for their personality 
facades. The alpha Plastic 
and Damian’s ex-girlfriend 
is Regina George (Virginia 
Jensen) who consorts with 
fellow Plastics Gretchen 
Wieners (Chloe Shamp) 
and Karen Smith (Madison 
Prokosch).

Over time, Cady ultimate-

ly gravitates from Janis, Da-
mian and the art students to 
Regina and her Plastics.

Standing between the art 
students and the Plastics 
is Ms. Norbury, a teacher  
intermediary, played by an-
other of  those six seniors, 
Ada Smith.

“It’s a story about Cady’s 
rise to popularity, her fall 
and then realizing that the 
cliques aren’t worth it and 
the cliques disband by the 
end of  the musical,” Rior-
dan explains.

Despite the title, Riordan 
says the story has a positive 
message by the show’s con-
clusion and is a youth and 
family-friendly show.

“You’ll see the nastiness 
from kids in the show, but 
it also gives a great per-
spective on how kids are 
influenced by their peers,” 
Riordan says. “It also has a 
really positive note on how 
people come together. It’s a 
really nice message at the 
end.”

The cast of  29, which 
includes 20 in named roles 
evenly split between male 
and female parts, also 
includes 18 juniors and 
seniors, as well as 11 fresh-
men and sophomores.

Gamut of music
To most show-goers, 

the plot will be familiar; 
the music probably isn’t. 
However, Riordan says the 
music runs the gamut.

“It’s really fun, upbeat 
music,” she says. “There 
is a huge variety of  music. 
There’s pop music, music 
that sounds a little more 
like rock and then there’s 
more ‘show tune’ style of  
music and ballads.

“And the nice thing about 
this musical is that there’s 
music, but there’s not a ton 
of  dancing. There’s just 
movement. There are some 
big numbers, but otherwise 
it’s a little tamer than ‘Le-
gally Blonde’ (which WAHS 
performed in the fall). That 
gives us more time to focus 
on the lines and make sure 
the vocals sound perfect.”

Late start, snow days
Riordan says the show 

got a little bit of  a late start, 
mostly due to the last-minute 
decision to change shows.

The cast got in two weeks 
of  rehearsals before the 
Christmas break, then 
returned to practices once 
school was back in session.

They also have been ham-
pered by snow days in early 
January. However, Riordan 
says the cast came back 
from the holiday break with 
lines memorized.

“The snow days have been 
hitting us hard, but if  I ask 
the kids to do something, 

they’ll do it on their own,” 
she notes. “You can tell 
they’ve been working re-
ally hard. They’ve had this 
script for maybe three days 
before break when I told 
them, ‘When you get back, it 
basically needs to be memo-
rized.’ And other than a few 
little line drops here and 
there, most have their lines 
well-memorized.”

Online tickets
A new option added to 

this winter’s show is for 
patrons to purchase tickets 
online. For the first time, 
the school has set up a link 
on its homepage (www.win-
dom.k12.mn.us) that goes to 
a page that shows available 
seating for all three shows. 

The link went live on Jan. 
17. Follow the directions 
and patrons will be able to 
purchase the seats and pay 
for the tickets at that time.

The buyer will receive a 
confirmation email, which 
Riordan suggests they print 
and bring to the show to 
verify seating.

Advanced tickets also 
can be purchased in person 
at the district’s Highland 
building on the east hill in 
Windom, between 9:30 a.m., 
and 3:30 p.m. 

Any tickets that remain 
also will be available at 
the door the nights of  the 
performances.

WAHS goes back to high school for winter show
   2023 Windom AreA HigH ScHool WINTER PLAY 

DATES OF PERFORMANCES
 Feb. 2-4, 7 p.m.
 WAMHS Lecture Hall Theater
Director: Emily Riordan
Assistant/Vocal Director: Rachel Axford
Student Directors: Alexa Frank, Jr.;  
 Serenity Sanchez, Jr.; Nova Stidham, So.  
Lights: Emily Elston, Sr.; Raelyn Marcy, Jr.

            CAST Gr.
Cady Heron .................................................Moriah Lohrenz -  Sr. 
Janis Sarkisian ................................. Isabel Mendoza Lopez -  Sr.
Damian Hubbard ......................................... Matthew Wilde -  Jr.
Regina George ............................................Virginia Jensen -  Sr.
Gretchen Wieners ......................................... Chloe Shamp -  Sr.
Karen Smith .......................................... Madison Prokosch -  Sr.
Ms. Norbury ...................................................... Ada Smith -  Sr. 
Mrs. George ................................................Maddie Alvstad -  Jr. 
Aaron Samuels ............................................... Tyler Fauglid -  Jr. 
Mr. Duvall .................................................Isaac Armstrong -  Jr. 
Sophie ........................................................Aubri Spielman -  Jr. 
Jason ............................................................ Eli Bordewyk -  Sr. 
Glen Coco ..................................................... Alan Capetillo -  Jr.

Mathletes Kevin G.  ............................... Eli Freiwald -  Jr.
 Tyler .................................. Isaac Jurgens -  Jr. 
 Martin ................................. Jacob Green -  Sr.

Coach Carr / Shane Oman .......................... James Erickson -  So. 
Caitlyn ..............................................Jazmin Garcia Benitez -  Jr. 
Sonja ...........................................................Sherlin Barrios -  Jr. 
Monsieur Denault / student...........................Xavier Roberts -  Fr.

 North Shore High School Students
Lawshana Cuello - So.  Gevenieve Miller - Fr.
Makenzie Hetterich - So.  Grace Scheitel - Fr.
Teja Nugent - So.  Erin Shamp - Fr.
Natalie Hodgins - Fr.  Ava Van Norman - Fr. 
Zadie-Ann Johnson - Fr.  
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THE ENTIRE CAST of “Mean Girls”  — some with lunch trays and with Janis, Cady and Damian at center stage — is on stage 
for the big show number “Where Do You Belong?”
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MIDDLE SCHOOL
Chosen because — Miguel is a very 
hard worker who works to figure things 
out independently. He is helpful when 
his peers are struggling and he has a 
positive attitude. While he can be shy at 
times, he is also a student who has a fun 
sense of humor.
Student’s comments — I enjoy school 
because it’s a place to make friends 
and I get to learn new things. I like the 
subjects.
Student’s interests — Sleeping, walking 
outside, playing football.
Parent— Martin Jose Juarez

HIGH SCHOOL
Chosen because — During the time I 
have worked with Job I have seen an 
increase in his commitment to be an 
effective student. That means he asks 
questions and contributes to discussion 
and is willing to put some extra time in 
when he sees that it is needed. He is 
respectful and a good role model in the 
classroom and he has figured out that 
what he does in school is connected to 
the goals he wants to accomplish later.
Student’s comments — I enjoy learning 
with my friends.
Student’s interests — Playing basketball, 
eating out and relaxing.
Parents — Alexia and Thomas

— WINDOM AREA SCHOOLS —

STUDENTS    WEEKOF
THE

Job 
Ogeka
Grade 10

Congratulations, Miguel and Job!
THIS RECOGNITION SPONSORED AS A PUBLIC SERVICE BY:

Miguel Guico 
Gomez 
Grade 6

DISHThe

I hope everyone survived their 
holidays and new year celebrations.

My side of  the family just cel-
ebrated our Christmas this last 
weekend and one of  the nights we 
decided to have a charcuterie board 
party. Everyone picked a differ-
ent board and brought it to the 
party. I chose to do a sliders board so 
thought I’d share the recipes I used 
below. 

Besides my slider board, we had all kinds of  options such 
as: wings board, french fry board, veggie and dips board, 
fruit and dips board, Mexican food board, dips and chips 
board, pickle and olives board, pizza and breadsticks board, 
roll-ups board and sweet treats board. It was a challenge to 
get everything heated and done at the same time but it was 
ohhhh so good!

French Dip Sliders
6 Hawaiian rolls (I used mini 

croissants)
4 slices provolone cheese, cut 

in half
5 Tbsp. butter, divided
1 small onion, sliced
1 Tbsp. plus 1 tsp. minced 

garlic, divided
1 tsp. Worcestershire sauce
½ tsp. onion powder
¼ tsp. pepper
1 Tbsp. from packet dry au jus 

seasoning
8 oz. sliced deli roast beef 

meat
Preheat oven to 350 de-

grees F and pull Hawaiian 
rolls (or croissants) apart 
and cut in half. Place bot-
tom of  rolls into a baking 
dish. Top with cheese slices, 
overlapping if  necessary. Set 
aside.

In a skillet, add butter, 
onion and 1 tsp. garlic. Heat 
over medium heat until 
onions are tender, about 5 
minutes. Add Worcester-
shire sauce, onion powder, 
pepper, au jus seasoning and 
roast beef. Continue to heat 
over medium low heat until 
meat is hot and mixture is 
combined well. Place meat 
mixture on top of  the cheese. 
Add tops of  buns.

In a small bowl, add re-
maining 1 Tbsp. butter and 
1 Tbsp. minced garlic. Melt 
together and stir well. Use 
a pastry brush to top buns 
with garlic butter mixture. 
Bake for 10 minutes or until 
cheese is melted. Serve im-
mediately.

Cheeseburger Sliders
FOR THE BURGER:
1 lb. ground beef
¼ white onion, very finely diced
½ tsp. salt
¼ tsp. pepper
BURGER SAUCE:
¾ cup mayonnaise
4 Tbsp. dill pickle relish
1 Tbsp. yellow mustard
1 tsp. paprika
1 tsp. onion powder
½ tsp. garlic powder
REMAINING
6 slider buns
1 Tbsp. butter
Sesame seeds
Shredded lettuce
Sliced pickles
American cheese slices

Preheat the oven to 350 de-
grees F. Grease a 9x9” baking 
dish with cooking spray and 
set aside.

In a medium bowl, com-

bine the ground beef  and 
diced onion. Season with salt 
and pepper. Press the ground 
beef  mixture into the bottom 
of  baking dish. Bake for 
10-15 minutes, until the beef  
is cooked through. It will 
shrink in the baking dish 
and there will also be a bit of  
grease around the large beef  
patty. Use a paper towel to 
soak up the grease.

To make the burger sauce 
combine all sauce ingredi-
ents in a bowl and mix well 
to combine.

Place slider buns on a bak-
ing sheet. Spread the burger 
sauce onto each slider bot-
tom. Sprinkle lettuce over 
the sauce and then top with 
the burgers and pickles. 
Place the large burger patty 
over the buns as a whole and 
then cut them into indi-
vidual sliders after they are 
baked. Top the burgers with 
slices of  American cheese 
and then each slider bun.

Brush the tops of  the 
slider buns with butter and 
then sprinkle with sesame 
seeds. Bake in the oven 
for 5-10 minutes, until the 
cheese has slightly melted. 
Cut into individual sliders, 
serve with additional sauce, 
and enjoy.

Ham and Cheese Sliders
12 Hawaiian slider rolls
12 slices deli ham
8 slices Swiss cheese
2 Tbsp. mayonnaise
1 Tbsp. Dijon mustard
½ cup butter, melted
½ Tbsp. onion powder
½ tsp. Worcestershire sauce
2 Tbsp. poppy seeds

Preheat oven to 350 de-
grees F. 

Cut slider buns in half  
and place the bottoms in a 
greased casserole dish. Mix 
together mayo and Dijon 
mustard then spread over 
the bottom buns. Place the 
ham on the slider buns, 
overlapping the pieces. Place 
the Swiss cheese on the ham, 
and then place the tops of  
the slider buns.

In a small bowl, combine 
melted butter, onion powder, 
Worcestershire sauce and 
poppy seeds.  Pour the but-
ter mixture over the sliders 
and cover the casserole dish 
with aluminum foil. Bake 
for 10 minutes, then remove 
the foil and continue baking 
for 10 more minutes or until 
the cheese melts. Remove 
from the oven. Use a sharp 
knife to cut the sliders apart. 
Serve warm and enjoy.

Photography contest 
at historical society

The Cottonwood County 
Historical Society invites 
you to attend the annual 
photography show “Give It 
Your Best Shot: Focus on 
Cottonwood County Celebra-
tions” on Sunday, Jan. 22 
from 2-4 p.m. in the Remick 
Gallery.  

The exhibit features 
photographs taken in Cot-
tonwood County by local 
photographers relating to 
this year’s theme ‘celebra-
tions.’

Stop in and vote for your 
favorite photograph. Light 

refreshments will be provid-
ed and it is free admission.  
The exhibit runs from Janu-
ary 22 until March 25.

This exhibit is sponsored 
by the Robert and Helen 
Remick Endowment.

The Cottonwood County 
Historical Society, located 
at 812 Fourth Avenue in 
Windom, is open Monday 
through Friday from 8 a.m. 
- 4 p.m. and Saturday by ap-
pointment only.  

For more information, 
contact the museum at 831-
1134.  

n

VICKI RASMUSSEN
Food Columnist

vickir@windomnews.com

‘‘You’ll see the 

nastiness from kids 

in the show, but it 

also gives a great 

perspective on how 

kids are influenced by 

their peers.”

EMILY RIORDAN
WAHS Winter PlAy Director
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