■ COTTONWOOD COUNTY CITIZEN

In a mere speck in time of
this earth’s history, my lifetime, I have watched the ebb
and flow of many species of
wildlife. The most dramatic
might be that of the red fox.
In my younger days there
were a few foxes. During my
teen years the population
grew, then in the 1960s and
70s, my early days in Windom, it boomed.
And the value of a fox
pelt along with it. Those 60s
and 70s brought pelt values
regularly into the $50 to $75
range.
Regularly you would see
fox hunters dressed in white,
binoculars hanging from
their neck and a scoped rifle
in their hand. The most
popular were the 22-250, .222
and the .243. Those were fast
and flat shooting cartridges
with velocities mostly above
3,000 feet per second.
Most hunters in those
plentiful years would be
out first thing in the morning after a fresh snow. They
were looking for that classic
round, red, ball of fur curled
up on the south side of a hill.
Because a north wind usually followed those snowfalls,
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they were also out of the
wind.
But they weren’t defenseless. They could smell approaching danger from the
north on the wind and could
see danger from the south. It
soon became apparent to me,
as a hunter, they would tuck
their nose and face into that
big tail of theirs and sleep
for three to five minutes.
Then wake up and look
around while smelling for
anything upwind of them.
It wasn’t easy to out fox a
fox.

Demise begins
Then in the 80s and 90s the

fox population began to drop.
There were changes going
on, many of which weren’t
easily seen. Some said it was
the hunters and trappers
seeking foxes for valuable
pelts and/or bounties paid
during part of that era.
Actually, it was other things
taking place, unseen to us
daytime bipeds. Much of the
prairie had been plowed by
then and turned into row
crop farming.
I remember well several
areas in Murray County
where we had formerly
hunted jackrabbits and
foxes. Both soon disappeared
due to land usage, especially
as the farm program called
the soil bank ended and
those acres were put into
production.
By the early 2000s the red
fox population was nearly
gone from our area.

Mange and coyotes
There were a couple of
other circumstances taking place shortly after the
decline of the red foxes. One
was the fairly rapid influx of
coyotes into the area.
I remember well when

Paul Voth, a Windom trapper
who ran a trap line to our
east, told me something had
grabbed a fox out of one of
his traps. It had obviously
killed it, then mauled it to
shreds, 50 bucks blown to the
wind.
He surmised it was a
coyote, pioneering into
our area, looking for a new
home. Since coyotes are a
natural enemy of foxes it did
what came natural. It killed
its main competitor for mice
and rabbits.
Coyotes were then expanding as the mouse population
of our new government
program, the CRP, was increasing dramatically. Many
lauded the coyote invasion
saying it would control the
red fox and our ground nesting game bird populations
would grow.
Well, our red fox are nearly gone now and game birds
are struggling, so much for
that unproven theory.

ary trapper from Jeffers, an
acquaintance of mine, called
me one day. He had caught
a fox that morning with
almost all of its hair gone.
He said he’d drop it off near
a certain stop sign. Would I
look at it?
Well I easily confirmed
his thoughts. It was sarcoptic mange. The fox in our
county now had another
very serious threat to its
existence.

First mange report

THESE RED FOXES were enjoying their day, hunting and
playing near the Windom city
limits. Matt Miller got a great
picture of them.

I also remember very
well one of the first mange
reports in a diseased red
fox. Curt Carter, the legend-

Current red fox situation
Well, now we come to our
current situation where
the red fox population has
decreased so much people
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delight in seeing them. And,
they share it readily as a
prized wildlife sighting.
A few years ago we had a
red fox that was being seen
regularly in the city limits
of north Windom. In fact,
one bird feeder to another,
I was told by a lady she saw
two.
It is my belief red fox are
moving into small towns like
ours to escape from rural
coyotes. Now, the coyotes are
being seen more frequently
in urban areas as the larger
predator continues its replacement of the smaller
canine.
Late last summer or early
fall Matt Miller of Windom
was tending to his outdoor
“booth” filled with garden
products. When he saw me
he whipped out his cellphone and showed me some
great photos of foxes in the
grass near his garden.
They appear to me to be a
smokey variation of the red
fox which has some black
hair protruding from the
back and tail. Mange free
they look!

COBRAS/ Team
earns sweep last
Tuesday
F R O M PA G E 9

Dragons top Cobras
The Windom-Mt. Lake
wrestling team dropped
seven of the final eight
weight classes Friday night,
taking a 48-24 loss to AdrianEllsworth at Windom.
The Cobras had falls from
Thavien Xayachak (120),
Noah Holmberg (132) and
Micah Holmberg (182). Matthew Voehl (106) and Caden
Swoboda (138) added decision wins.
Adrian-Ellsworth 48, WML 24
106: Matthew Voehl (W) dec. Charger Erlandson 7-4.
113: Travis Weiss (A) dec. Jared Hunter 3-2 in OT.
120: Thavien Xayachak (W) pin Jesse Bullerman 0:11.
126: Bruce Farinella (A) dec. Aiden Holmberg 4-3.
132: Noah Holmberg (W) pin Garrett Penning 1:15.
138: Caden Swoboda (W) dec. Reese Morrison 4-2.
145: Rilee Heidebrink (A) pin Eagan Maras 4:47. 152:
Isaac Bullerman (A) pin Montgomery Bjorklund 1:09.
160: Breyer Hieronimus (A) forfeit. 170: Quentin Wolf
(A) pin Matthew Ekstrom 0:44. 182: Micah Holmberg
(W) pin Micah Bullerman 1:45. 195: Jaren Winselman
(A) pin Damien Pohlman 0:47. 220: Cameron Wieneke
(A) forfeit. 285: Devin Mazza (A) pin Cyrus Bjorklund
1:02.

Cobras earn sweep
The Windom-Mt. Lake
wrestling team wrestled on
its home mat for the first
time all season Tuesday
night and thrilled the home
crowd, picking up a triangular sweep over Canby and
BOLD in Mt. Lake.
The Cobras opened with
a 46-27 victory over Canby,
then closed the night with a
60-18 win over BOLD.
Against Canby, the Cobras
dropped the opening match

SECTION 00 1113
ADVERTISEMENT
FOR BIDS
WINDOM
MIDDLE/HIGH SCHOOL
RTU REPLACEMENTS
WINDOM, MINNESOTA
ISG NO. 21-25370
Sealed Prime General
Contract bids for Windom
Middle/High School RTU
Replacements will be received
by Superintendent Wayne
Wormstadt at the office of
the Owner, 1400 - 17th St. (P.O.
Box C-177), Windom, MN
56101-0177 by mail or personal
delivery until Tuesday, February 8, 2022 at 2:00 p.m. at which
date and time the bids will be
opened and read aloud.
A prebid conference will be
held Tuesday, February 1, 2022
at 10:00 a.m. at the location
of the Work, 1400 - 17th St.,
Windom, MN 56101.
Project Scope: Replacement
of seven (7) existing roof top
units, installation of heat
exchanger and pumps. Ancillary ceiling grid removal and
replacement for re-hook up of
ductwork. Electrical work at
replaced roof top units, and
other Work indicated in the
drawings and specifications.
Bidders shall submit their
proposal on the forms provided. The proposal shall be
filled in clearly and correctly
with ink or another permanent format. The proposal
shall be signed in ink by the
individual, members of the
partnership, or by one or
more officers of the corpora-

JOEL ALVSTAD 2/2 wrestling 61

JARED HUNTER (left) sets up a takedown attempt during last
Tuesday’s match with Canby.
but then claimed four
straight wins. Jared Hunter
(113) and Thavien Xayachak
(126) won by fall. Tucker
Renquist (132) won by major
decision and Aiden Holmberg (120) won by decision.
Canby recorded back-toback pins before the Cobras
closed the match strong. Caden Swoboda (152) and Montgomery Bjorklund (160) each
won by fall, with Bjorklund
coming from behind to do so.
After a forfeit at 170, Matthew Ekstrom (182) recorded
a fall and Micah Holmberg
(195) won an 11-6 decision to
put the match out of reach.
Damien Pohlman (220) added
a fall to cap the victory.
Against BOLD, the Cobras
started with a forfeit win,
then a fall from Hunter (113).
Aiden Holmberg (126), Noah

tion making the proposal.
Drawings, specifications,
and other Bidding Documents
may also be obtained online
at www.questcdn.com. If you
do not already have a free
membership, you may sign up
for one to gain access to the
documents. The QuestCDN
eBidDoc number is 8105827.
There will be a $30.00 nonrefundable downloading fee
to access a pdf copy of the
documents online.
Documents are viewable
at both www.questcdn.com
and www.ISGInc.com free of
charge.
All bids shall be sealed in an
opaque envelope upon which
shall be plainly marked “BID
ON WINDOM MIDDLE/HIGH
SCHOOL RTU REPLACEMENTS — WINDOM, MINNESOTA” and the name of the
bidder. If a bid is to be mailed,
the bid envelope shall be
sealed in a regular mailing envelope. FAX and E-mail Bids
will not be accepted. The Owner reserves the right to hold
and consider the bids for 30
days after the date of the bid
opening. Bids shall be accompanied by a cashier’s check,
bidder’s bond, or certified
check payable to WINDOM
PUBLIC SCHOOL DISTRICT
for not less than five percent
(5%) of the amount of such
bid including add-alternates.
A bidder’s bond shall include
certified copy of the power of
attorney.
The right to waive any informality in any bid and reject

Holmberg (132), Swoboda
(152) and Bjorklund (160)
each added falls after that.
The Cobras ended the night
receiving a total of five
forfeits.
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CADEN SWOBODA looks to turn his opponent during last Tuesday’s match against Canby.
Swoboda recorded a fall in the Cobras’ 46-27 win over Canby.

WML 46, Canby 27
106: Eli Greenman (C) dec. Preston Xayachak 7-4.
113: Jared Hunter (W) pin Isaac Guzman 3:05. 120:
Aiden Holmberg (W) dec. Clayton Drietz 11-5. 126:
Thavien Xayachak (W) pin Tallen Merritt 1:19. 132:
Tucker Renquist (W) MD Blake Giese 11-0. 138: Lane
Fink (C) pin Noah Holmberg 2:29. 145: Lincoln Fink
(C) pin Eagan Maras 1:25. 152: Caden Swoboda (W)
pin Nathan Cole 0:52. 160: Montgomery Bjorklund (W)
pin Sawyer Verhelst 2:19. 170: Nick Wagner (C) forfeit.
182: Matthew Ekstrom (W) pin Evan Olsen 2:43. 195:
Micah Holmberg (W) dec. Parker Verhelst 11-6. 220:
Damien Pohlman (W) pin Wesley Verhelst 0:57. 285:
Gavin Noyes (C) pin Cyrus Bjorklund 0:51.
WML 60, BOLD 18
106: Preston Xayachak (W) forfeit. 113: Jared Hunter
(W) pin Tanner Kautz 1:12. 120: Brady Kiecker (B)
pin Thavien Xayachak 0:45. 126: Aiden Holmberg (W)
pin Trey Zamarron 0:33. 132: Noah Holmberg (W)
pin Gavin Hammerschmidt 1:40. 138: Austin Kiecker
(B) pin Tucker Renquist 0:35. 145: Eagan Maras (W)
forfeit. 152: Caden Swoboda (W) pin Elijah Swenson
2:48. 160: Montgomery Bjorklund (W) pin Hayden
Edwards 3:12. 170: Connor Plumley (B) pin Matthew
Ekstrom 0:59. 182: Micah Holmberg (W) forfeit. 195:
Damien Pohlman (W) forfeit. 220: Cyrus Bjorklund (W)
forfeit. 285: Double forfeit.
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THAVIEN XAYACHAK tries to turn his opponent during last Tuesday’s win over Canby.

Public Notices

any or all bids is reserved to
the Owner.
DATED THE 14TH DAY
OF JANUARY 2022
END OF SECTION
(683— Jan. 19, 26;
Feb. 2, 2022)
____________________________

STATE OF MINNESOTA
COUNTY OF
COTTONWOOD
FIFTH JUDICIAL
DISTRICT
DISTRICT COURT
PROBATE DIVISION
Court File No.:
17-PR-22-27
Estate of
Randy S. Appel,
Decedent
NOTICE AND ORDER
FOR HEARING ON PETITION FOR DESCENT OF
PROPERTY
A Petition for Determination of Descent has been filed
with this Court. The Petition
represents that the Decedent
died more than three years
ago, leaving property in Minnesota and requests the probate of Decedent’s last Will
(if any), and the descent of
such property be determined
and assigned by this Court
to the persons entitled to the
property.
Any objections to the Petition must be filed with the
Court prior to or raised at
the hearing. If proper, and no
objections are filed or raised,
the Petition may be granted.
IT IS ORDERED and Notice is further given, that
the Petition will be heard on

February 23, 2022 at 8:30 a.m.,
by this Court at 900 3rd Ave,
Windom, MN 56101.
1. Notice shall be given to
all interested persons (MINN.
STAT. § 524.1-401) and persons
who have filed a demand for
notice pursuant to Minnesota
Statutes section 524.3-204.
2. Notice shall be given by
publishing this Notice and
Order as provided by law and
by: Mailing a copy of this
Notice and Order at least 14
days prior to the hearing date.
BY THE COURT
Christina M. Wietzema
Judge of District Court
January 18, 2022
Sheila Pierson
Court Administrator
Date: January 18, 2022
Attorney for Petitioner
Ronald J. Schramel
Schramel Law Office
910 Fourth Avenue
PO Box 505
Windom, MN, 56101
Attorney License No:
0254757
Telephone: (507) 831-1301
FAX: (507) 831-4200
Email: schramellaw@
windomnet.com
(686— Jan. 26; Feb. 2, 2022)
____________________________
ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT
AUTHORITY
OF WINDOM
PUBLIC HEARING
NOTICE
SALE OF LAND
Notice is hereby given that
the Economic Development
Authority of Windom (the

“EDA”) will hold a public
hearing, pursuant to Minnesota law, concerning the
potential sale of property
owned by the EDA and located
in the City of Windom. The
public hearing will be held
in the Windom City Council
Chambers at 444 9th Street,
Windom, Minnesota, on
Monday, February 14, 2022,
at the meeting which begins at 12:00 noon.
The property to be sold is
described as: A tract of land
in the Northernmost corner
of Lot 2 in Block 1 of Pamida
Subdivision, in the City of
Windom, Cottonwood County,
Minnesota, lying Easterly of
the East line of the Southwest
Quarter (SW¼) of Section 24,
Township 105 North, Range
36 West of the 5th P.M. in Cottonwood County, Minnesota.
(Brief Description)
Property Description/Address: Undeveloped land located northeast of 1955 First
Avenue, Windom, MN. (Location is northeast of the Guardian Inn property.)
Parcel No.: 25-622-0021
Prior to the public hearing,
members of the public may
contact the EDA Office by
phone at 507-832-8661 or 507832-8659, or by e-mail at drew.
hage@windommn.com, or in
person to obtain information
concerning the terms and
conditions of the proposed
sale or to comment on the proposed sale. Interested parties
may also submit written comments to the address below

prior to the hearing.
At the public hearing, all
interested parties may appear in person and express
their comments for consideration by the EDA’s Board of
Commissioners. Following
the public hearing, the EDA
Board will make a decision as
to whether to approve the sale
of this property on the proposed terms and conditions.
ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT
AUTHORITY OF WINDOM
444 9th Street
P. O. Box 38
Windom, MN 56101
Phone: 507-831-6125
(687— Feb. 2, 2022)
____________________________
NOTICE OF
PUBLIC HEARING
Notice is hereby given that
the Red Rock Rural Water System will hold a Public Hearing
on Friday, February 18, 2022
at 10:00 a.m. at the Red Rock
Rural Water System Office
Located at 305 West Whited
Street, Jeffers MN 56145.
This will be an informational meeting to discuss the
Lakes Area Project including
economic and environmental
impacts, service area, alternatives to the project, and
potential funding sources,
including USDA Rural Development. All residents and
property owners within the
Red Rock Rural Water System
are encouraged to but not
required to attend.
(688— Feb. 2, 2022)

