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10 YEARS AGO
Dec. 7, 2011

Bob Lindaman stressed 
the importance of  everyone 
needing “a little Christ-
mas” when the hustle and 
bustle of  the holidays roll 
around. And that’s just 
what the BARC Holiday 
Showcase delivered with 
the two-hour variety show 
in the BARC Auditorium 
in Windom. One of  the 
acts featured Santa joining 
Morgan Potter for Pot-
ter’s rendition of  “Boogie 
Woogie Santa.” Enjoying 
the performance on stage 
with the pair were mem-
bers of  the BARC Chorale 
which included Nadine 
Forman, Jan Guldseth, 
Becky Tschetter, LuAnn 
Kremmin, Mavis Jansma 
and Lana Tibodeau.

The new Miss Minnesota 
USA 2012, Nitaya Panema-
laythong, has Mt. Lake con-
nections. The Panemalay-
thong family lived on 11th 
Street in Mt. Lake until the 
middle Nitaya’s sixth-grade 
year.

Jack Roberts, a 1955 
graduate of  Windom 
High School, was recently 
inducted into the Space 
Operations Hall of  Fame 
by the Air Force Associa-
tion, a nonprofit civilian 
organization that promotes 
aerospace education. Rob-
erts worked in aerospace 
software and hardware 
design for more than 50 
years.

Arianna Fozzato, a 
17-year-old exchange stu-
dent from Italy, is spend-
ing the 2011-12 school year 
with the Denise and Kevin 
Young family in Windom. 
Arianna enjoys music, 
especially the heavy metal 
bands.

The animated produc-
tion of  “Puss in Boots” is 
presently showing at the 
Windom State Theater.

25 YEARS AGO
Dec. 11, 1996

One of  the most eye-
catching scenes of  “The 
Chimes” is when Trotty 
Veck, played by Marv Zyl-
stra of  Heron Lake, kneels 
to speak at eye level with 
Little Lillian, played by 
Megan Mattson. The two 
actors are part of  Win-
dom’s holiday production 
played out in shops around 
the Windom Square.

After entering a second 
career 22 years ago, Ron 
Lammbers will observe his 
last official day on the job. 
In all that time, he has kept 
the books for Windom’s 
school district.

Mt. Lake Christian 
School, which will absorb 
Bethany Christian School’s 
7-12 grades next summer, 
announced plans to hire 
current administrator Bill 
Strom to head the new K-12 
combined school.

Dick Jeffrey presents the 
original 1895 steam whistle 
to the Windom Fire Depart-

ment. Dan Fossing, assis-
tant chief, and Jack Rogers, 
chief, accepted the gift. 
Meanwhile, Bob Halvorson 
was named the 1996 recipi-
ent of  the Chief ’s Award 
and Mark Schenk received 
the Fireman of  the Year 
Award for the third con-
secutive year.

Winfair Elementary an-
nounced its Terrific Kids 
for November. They in-
clude: Matt Johnson, Alisa 
Zimmer, Danielle Smith, 
Amber Wallman, Ashley 
Vickerman, Ashley Fast, 
Megan Wendorff, Tia Elz-
enga, Shannon Rothstein, 
Erica Horkey, Cassandra 
Thom, Sonja Miller, Emily 
Oddson, Adam Horkey, An-
drew Nepp, Dan Hoffman 
and Kody Johnson.

A student council-led 
effort to make Christmas 
special for every child in 
Cottonwood County got off  
the ground. Spearheading 
a Toys for Tots campaign at 
Windom Area High School 
are committee members 
Chelsea Lubben, Spencer 
Fresk, Matt Shirkey and 
Kelsey Snyder.

Showing at the Windom 
State Theater is “Ransom” 
starring Mel Gibson.

50 YEARS AGO
Dec. 7, 1971

A heifer owned by Ron-
ald J. Johnson of  Bingham 
Lake placed first in live 
judging at the Beef  Royale 
and a steer owned by War-
ren Pankonin of  Lamber-
ton was first in carcass 
judging. There were 39 
animals entered in this 
year’s show.

Saturday was “get 
acquainted day” for the 
children of  Mr. and Mrs. 
Clair Kirk of  Mt. Lake. The 
jolly fellow with the bright 
suit and beard, of  course, 
needed no introduction. 
Meeting Santa for the first 
time this year are Wendy, 
12; Tim, 3; Bradley, 8; and 
Randy, 11.

That wasn’t just any old 
truck the city was using 
last week when Mayor C.O. 
Castledine inspected the 
new Christmas decora-
tions. It was a new “cherry 
picker” delivered earlier 
that week. Purchased by 
the water and light com-
mission, total cost was 
$14,309.

Monday was moving 
day at Windom Area High 
School. What was being 
moved was a large garage. 
Where it was being moved 
to was the Environmental 
Studies Center across from 
the school. The garage, 
owned by the Triple E. 
Club, will serve as a stor-
age building and headquar-
ters of  sorts until such 
time as the club is able to 
finance a permanent build-
ing.

Elmer Deutschmann of  
Windom has been named 
Farmers Union Insurance 
Agent of  the Year for Min-
nesota. 

■ Reflections

Public notices
STATE OF MINNESOTA

IN DISTRICT COURT
FIFTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT

COUNTY OF
COTTONWOOD
Subject Matter: 
14 Other Civil

Court File No. 17-CV-11-401
Judge 

Christina M. Wietzema 
In re the Matter of

RED ROCK RURAL 
WATER SYSTEM 

Petitioner
NOTICE OF ASSESSMENT 

HEARING FOR
RED ROCK RURAL 

WATER SYSTEM’S 2021 
INTERNAL EXPANSION
TO WHOM IT MAY CON-

CERN:
Notice is hereby given that 

Red Rock Rural Water Sys-
tem (“RRRWS”) has filed a 
Petition at the Cottonwood 
County, Minnesota District 
Court, which requests that 
the real estate owned by all 
individuals who connected 
to RRRWS in 2021, and who 
have not fully paid for the 
connection, be assessed for all 
remaining costs to connect to 

RRRWS. 
A hearing on the Petition 

is going to occur in the court-
room at the Cottonwood Coun-
ty, Minnesota Courthouse, 
which is located at 900 3rd Av-
enue, in the City of  Windom, 
Minnesota 56101 on December 
29, 2021 at 1:15 p.m. 

Written or oral objections 
will be considered at the hear-
ing.

The proposed assessment 
rolls are on file with the Coun-
ty Auditors of  Cottonwood 
County, Jackson County, Mar-
tin County, Murray County, 
and Watonwan County.

The area proposed to be 
assessed consists of  every 
parcel of  land benefited by 
the connection to RRRWS, 
and which was previously 
petitioned for improvement 
by the owners of  said parcel 
of  land.

The assessments will be 
made without regard to acre-
age or frontage on the water 
mains or branches of  the 
water system. No assessment 
will be made upon land, which 
has not been made the subject 

of  a petition or has not been 
designated and requested to 
be served by the owner. 

Sheila Pierson 
Court Administrator
By: Juli Fast
Deputy Court
Administrator
November 29, 2021
4:01 p.m.  
This instrument drafted by:
Ronald J. Schramel 
Attorney for Red Rock
Rural Water System 
Atty. Reg. 254757
Schramel Law Office 
910 Fourth Avenue
PO Box 505
Windom, MN 56101
P — 507-831-1301
F — 507-831-4200

(662 — Dec. 8, 2021)
____________________________

STATE OF MINNESOTA
COUNTY OF 

COTTONWOOD
FIFTH JUDICIAL 

DISTRICT
DISTRICT COURT

PROBATE DIVISION
Court File No.: 
17-PR-21-571

Estate of

Robert John Munning,
a/k/a
Bob Munning
Decedent
NOTICE AND ORDER OF 

HEARING ON PETITION 
FOR PROBATE OF WILL 
AND APPOINTMENT OF 
PERSONAL REPRESEN-
TATIVE AND NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

It is Ordered and Notice is 
given that on January 12, 2022, 
at 8:30 a.m. a hearing will be 
held in this Court at 900 Third 
Avenue, Windom, Minnesota, 
56101 for the formal probate 
of  an instrument purporting 
to be the Will of  the Decedent 
dated August 25, 2020 (“Will”), 
and for the appointment of  
Catherine A. Martinsen, 1365 
4th Avenue,Windom, MN 
56101,  as Personal Represen-
tative of  the Estate of  the De-
cedent in an UNSUPERVISED 
administration.

Any objections to the peti-
tion must be filed with the 
Court prior to or raised at the 
hearing. If  proper and if  no 
objections are filed or raised, 
the Personal Representative 

will be appointed with full 
power to administer the Es-
tate including the power to 
collect all assets, to pay all 
legal debts, claims, taxes and 
expenses, to sell real and per-
sonal property, and to do all 
necessary acts for the Estate.

Objections to the petition 
for appointment of  the per-
sonal representative must be 
filed prior to the hearing with 
the Cottonwood County Court 
Administration office by:

efiling (electronic filing); 
email: 5thCottonwoodCourt-
Admin@courts.state.mn.us or 
mail at P.O. Box 97, Windom, 
MN 56101. Any interested 
person planning on attending 
the hearing should contact 
Court Administration at 507-
831-7003.

Notice is also given that 
(subject to Minnesota Statutes 
section 524.3-801) all creditors 
having claims against the 

Estate are required to pres-
ent the claims to the Personal 
Representative or to the Court 
Administrator within four 
months after the date of  this 
Notice or the claims will be 
barred. 

BY THE COURT
Christina M. Wietzema
Judge of  District Court
Sheila Pierson
Court Administrator
By: Sheila Pierson
November 27, 2021
Attorney for Petitioner
Ronald J. Schramel
Schramel Law Office
910 Fourth Avenue
PO Box 505
Windom, MN, 56101
Attorney License No:
0254757
Telephone: (507) 831-1301
Email: schramellaw@
windomnet.com

(663— Dec. 8, 15, 2021)

Your newspaper has agreed to participate in the Minnesota Display Ad Network program by running 
these ads in the main news section of your newspaper (not the classified section of your newspa-
per). At times, advertisers may request a specific section.  However, the decision is ultimately up to 
each newspaper. Ads may need to be decreased/increased slightly in size to fit your column sizes. 
Please do not bill for these ads. If you have questions, please call MNA at 800/279-2979.  Thank you.

The
Minnesota

Display Ad
Network

MDAN ads to run ONE TIME, the week beginning 12/5/2021 South

Call 1-833-406-1748

Put on your TV•Ears®
...�and hear TV with unmatched clarity

Voice Clarifying TV Headset

TV•Ears Original™

$129.95
NEW SPECIAL OFFER

NOW $5995

Use promo code MB59
30-day risk free trial

+s&h

M-F 6�am�—�6�pm PST

Adjustable Foam Tips
Headset weighs only 2 oz.

Rechargeable Battery
WIRELESS

Find the right senior living 
option for your mom or dad 
with our personalized process
Our service is free, as we’re paid by our 
participating communities and providers.

1-888-715-1720

CITIZEN CLIPPING 

There will be a lot of this happening over the next few months, 
just as it was in this winter 1977 photo. Bundled up almost beyond 
recognition against the cold, three kindergartner joined the wintry 
elements for a frolic in the snow near Hillside Greenhouse, which 
continues to be a popular sledding hill over 40 years later. Randy 
Veenker has his arm around Todd Johnson. Vincent Jass sits on 
top of the sledding trio.

If you have an interesting photo taken at least 15 years ago, bring 
it to the Citizen office and tell us about it. If you can’t make it to the 
office, mail it with identification. We welcome pictures from everyone.

■ RemembeR when Comparing drives — Part I

■

CHRIS TAILOWRIGHT
iCitizen Tech Support

Let’s com-
pare: solid 
state hard 
drives (SSD)
versus hard 
disk drives 
(HDD).

 Solid state 
drives, or 
SSDs, are 
becoming 
increas-
ingly more 
popular.  
They were 
quite costly 
during their inception, but 
now have dropped in price 
to become more affordable 
for the average user. 

There are two main types 
of  SSDs. Gaining populari-
ty now are M.2 NVMe (non-
volatile memory express) 
solid state hard drives. 
They utilize PCIe sockets 
that communicate between 
the storage interface and 
the system CPU. They are 
without a doubt some of  
the fastest solid states on 
the market. Depending on 
the generation they can 
average reading/write 
speeds of  1,000 to 32,000-
plus megabytes per second. 
Whoa! That's fast!  

The other main type of  

SSD is the 
2.5-inch 
SSD which 
mimics the 
size of  a 
laptop hard 
drive. These 
are usu-
ally SATA 
connected 
drives, 
meaning 
they con-
nect using a 
SATA cable, 
which plugs 

into your SSD and then 
plugs into your mother-
board. The NVMe SSD 
connects directly to your 
motherboard. Hard disk 
drives also connect via 
SATA cable. 

The speeds of  a SATA 
SSD can range from 400 to 
600 megabytes per second, 
whereas the average hard 
disk drive can average 80 to 
160 MBs per second.

Check back next week for 
more on hard drives and 
what you can do to avoid 
disaster.

If  you have questions 
contact us at icitizen-
tech@windomnews.com 
or call the Citizen at 507-
831-3455.

Community Center set to 
host Red Cross blood drive
■ Another blood drive is 
schedule at the Mt. Lake 
Community Center later this 
month.

Nearly two years into 
the pandemic, everyone 
has earned a holiday 
break with their family 
and friends. But as the 
nation gathers again for 
celebrations this season, 
the American Red Cross, 
which provides 40% of  the 
country’s blood, is facing 
historically low blood sup-
ply levels. 

Busy holiday schedules, 
breaks from school and 
winter weather all con-
tribute to a drop in blood 
donations this time of  year. 
Those factors, combined 
with the ongoing chal-
lenges of  COVID-19, make 
it vital for donors to make 
an appointment to give as 
soon as possible. If  more 
donors don’t come forward 
to give blood, some patients 
requiring a transfusion 
may potentially face delays 
in care. 

Storden area residents 
can donate blood at an 
American Red Cross blood 
drive scheduled for Dec. 17, 
from 11:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m., 
at the Storden American 
Legion on Main Street.

Mt. Lake area residents, 
meanwhile, can donate 
blood Dec. 29, from 1:30 
to 7 p.m., at the Mt. Lake 
Community Center, 1027 
2nd Ave.

Donors are urged to 
schedule an appointment 

now by using the Red Cross 
Blood Donor App, visit-
ing RedCrossBlood.org or 
calling 1-800-RED CROSS 
(1-800-733-2767). 

There is no blood dona-
tion waiting period for 
those who have received 
a flu shot or a Moderna, 
Pfizer or Johnson & John-
son COVID-19 vaccine or 
booster, so long as they are 
symptom-free.   

To encourage donors to 
help address the histori-
cally low blood supply this 
holiday season, all who 
come to give Dec. 17-Jan. 
2 will receive an exclusive 
Red Cross long-sleeved T-
shirt, while supplies last.

Blood drive safety 
Each Red Cross blood 

drive and donation center 
follows the highest stan-
dards of  safety and infec-
tion control. Additional 
precautions — including 
face masks for donors and 
staff, regardless of  vacci-
nation status — have been 
implemented to help pro-
tect the health of  all those 
in attendance. 

Donors are asked to 
schedule an appointment 
prior to arriving at the 
drive. 

   RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVES
•  Dec.  17: 11:30 a.m.-5:30 

p.m., Storden American Le-
gion, Main Street, Storden.

•  Dec.  29: 1:30-7 p.m., Mt. 
Lake Community Center, 1027 
2nd Ave., Mt. Lake.

MLC to present  
Christmas  
concert Monday

Mt. Lake Christian School 
will present its annual Christ-
mas Concert Monday, at 5:30 
p.m., in the Mt. Lake Alliance 
Church gym.

The concert, directed by 
Aaron Peterson, will feature 
all students in grades PreK-12. 
Elementary classes will each 
perform several selections of  
holiday favorites, as will the 
junior and senior high bands 
and choirs.

A freewill offering will be 
received to support the MLC 
music program.

■ college news
Eliana Tade of  Windom 

is a member of  the Choir 
of  Christ Chapel at Gus-
tavus Adolphus College 
in St. Peter. The college 
hosted its annual Christ-
mas in Christ Chapel wor-
ship services recently. 

This year, Christmas 
in Christ Chapel’s theme 
is “We Shall Go Forth 
Singing.” Eliana is one of  
over 350 students who will 
lead the audience through 
the service, which places 
stories of  lament and 
meaning-making among 
the stories of  the Divine. 

“BECAUSE THE PEOPLE MUST KNOW”
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boaRd of education
official proceedings of 

MINUTES 
REGULAR MEETING 

September 13, 2021
The Windom Board of  Edu-

cation met in regular session 
on Monday September 13, 2021 
at 6:31p.m. in the Windom City 
Council Chambers.  Members 
present: Brugman, Bordewyk, 
Jones, Klassen, LaCanne, 
Mews, Stevens, Bus Mgr Pfef-
fer and Supt. Wormstadt. 
Absent: None Chair Brugman 
called the meeting to order 
with the of  Allegiance.  

 The board recognized re-
tiree Rachel Kuttii-Axford for 
her 32 years of  service.

 MSP Jones/Mews to ap-
prove the agenda with the 
following changes Item 11 will 
be an action item.  

Member Stevens intro-
duced resolution 091321A 
relating to various donations 
in the amount of  288.00 and 
moved its adoption:

BE IT RESOLVED by the 
Board of  Education to accept 
the donations on behalf  of  In-
dependent School District No. 
177 to be used for the benefit 
of  the students of  the Windom 
School District. Member Bor-
dewyk seconded the motion. 
Upon vote, Resolution 091321A 
passed unanimously.

There were no requests to 
address the board in open 
forum.

MSPBordewyk/LaCanne  
to approve the consent agenda 
consisting of  approval of  
previous minutes  (August 
9, August 23rd and August 
31st); Approve bills and wire 
transfers; Approve Financial 
Report; Approve extension 
of  2 weeks for FMLA #22-4 
from 9/7/21-9/19/21; Approve 
FMLA request #22-5 for 12 
weeks beginning   September 
07th, 2021 and continuing 
until December 1st, 2021; Ap-
prove resignation of  Jordyn 
Alm, Elementary Parapro-
fessional effective August 31, 
2021; Approve resignation of  
Rayghn Baerg, Elementary 
Paraprofessional effective 
August 24, 2021; Approve res-
ignation of  Jeremiah Huff, 
Paraprofessional effective 
August 17, 2021; Approve res-
ignation of  Sydney Paulson, 
Paraprofessional effective 
August 13, 2021; Approve res-
ignation of  Rachel Aamot, 
Paraprofessional effective 
August 19, 2021; Approve re-
duction in contract hours for 
Tammy Anderson, Elemen-
tary Paraprofessional from 
8 hours to 7 hours/day; Ap-
prove hiring Cassidy Back, 
Paraprofessional 6.75 hours 
effective the 21-22 school year.; 
Approve hiring Casey Har-
rington, Paraprofessional 
7.25 hours effective the 21-22 
school year; Approve hiring 
Cheryl Hussong as Parapro-
fessional 7.5 hours, effective 
21-22 school year; Approve 
hiring Cathy Martinsen as 
Paraprofessional 6.75 hours, 
effective 21-22 school year; 
Approve hiring Christina  
Mesner, Paraprofessional, 6.75 
hrs effective 21-22 school year; 
Approve hiring Renee Schro-
eder as Paraprofessional 6.5 
hours, effective 21-22 School 
year; Approve hiring Mia 
Peterson as Paraprofessional 
6.75 hours, effective the 21-22 
school year; Approve hiring 
Rhea Schultz as Paraprofes-
sional 8 hours, effective 21-22 
school year; Approve hiring 
Heather Zuehlke as Parapro-
fessional 6.5 hours effective 
21-22 school year; Approve in-
crease hours for Matt Onken, 
Paraprofessional from 6.5 to 
7.25 beginning September 9, 
2021; Approve hiring Tammy 
Alm, as Paraprofessional 6.75 
hour, effective the 21-22 school 
year; Approve hiring Sue 
Rempel as Paraprofessional 
6.5 hours, effective the 21-22 
school year.

Jamie reported Windom 
Elementary students and 
staff  had a fantastic start 
to the school year. Entrance 
Conferences went smoothly 
on Tuesday and Wednesday 
followed by a great First Day 
on Thursday. Students have 
quickly learned how to navi-
gate the breakfast and lunch 
lines. This is the first time 
we have used the Commons 

as it was designed. Overall, 
it works very well. During 
the first day, students rotated 
through stations to learn the 
expectations of  respect and 
responsibility for the caf-
eteria, bus, and playground. 
Early Childhood Screening 
took place on August 23 & 
24. There were 91 students 
screened and referred 29 for 
further evaluation. Fall Star 
Reading and Math Assess-
ments are underway. Fire 
Safety Week is scheduled for 
October 4-8 and ALICE Safety 
Week is scheduled for October 
11-15.

Principal Bryan reported 
that all have settled back into 
school for the 21-22 school 
year. The vision is that all 
students graduate with the 
knowledge and skills needed 
to be productive and engaged 
citizens. We plan to work 
through the team to identify 
the mission & values of  our 
MSHS incoordination with 
the strategic planning the 
board plans to undertake.  
Homecoming is planned for 
October 4-8.  Our Eagle Pride 
focus this month is classroom 
expectations — our teachers 
are teaching positive respect-
ful and responsible behavior 
in all classrooms throughout 
the month of  September and 
rewarding positive behavior 
with Eagle Pride referrals.

Superintendent Wormstadt 
reported that bus driver short-
ages have caused a combina-
tion of  routes and some delays 
at times. This shortage is a 
statewide issue. Currently, 
Palmer has one more driver 
starting next week and a few 
more in process to become 
licensed. We will need more 
drivers for routes to be run as 
scheduled and activity trips. 
We are still in need of  four 
paraprofessionals. Current 
enrollment is 1256 Prek-12.  
Presented numbers by grade 
level.  

Tentative dates for the com-
munity informational meet-
ings at the Elementary school 
are Wednesday, October 13 at 
7:00 pm, Monday, October 18 at 
7:00 pm Informational Insert 
in the Citizen and the Shopper 
early October. 

No board committee meet-
ings to report on.

MSP Stevens/Mews to ap-
prove project application and 
project certification for pay-
ment, building parking lot 
& LTFM payments totaling 
$86,174.47.

MSP Klassen/Mews to ap-
prove the 2021-2022 Coaching 
Assignments.

MSP Bordewyk/Klassen 
December 9th as date at 6 p.m. 
at the Windom City Council 
Chambers. for Truth in Taxa-
tion Hearing.  Reviewed cur-
rent Proposed 2021 Payable 
2022 Property Tax Levy Certi-
fication Limitation numbers.  

There being no further 
business, the meeting was 
adjourned at 7:15 p.m.

Barbara Jones, Clerk
Don Brugman, Chair
Attest: Barbara Jones,
Clerk
A complete copy of  the 

minutes can be viewed on the 
school website.
____________________________

MINUTES 
WORK SESSION MEETING 

September 27, 2021
The Windom Board of  Edu-

cation met in a work session 
meeting on Monday Septem-
ber 27, 2021, at 6:30 p.m. in 
Windom City Council Cham-
bers. Members present: Bor-
dewyk, Brugman, Jones, Klas-
sen, LaCanne, Mews and Bus 
Mgr Pfeffer. Absent: Stevens 
and Supt. Wormstadt. Chair 
Brugman called the meeting 
to order with the Pledge of  
Allegiance. 

MSP LaCanne/Mews to 
approve the agenda with the 
addition of  16a. Open Forum 
discussion. All board mem-
bers voted in favor; the motion 
passed.

MSP Bordewyk/LaCanne 
to approve project application 
and project certification for 
payment, building parking 
lot & LTFM payment for CTE/
Elementary in the amount of  
$22,545.33. All board members 

voted in favor; the motion 
passed.

MSP Jones/Mews to ap-
prove the hiring of  an ad-
ditional paraprofessional at 
6.75 hours for the MS/HS due 
to a new student. All board 
members voted in favor; the 
motion passed.

MSP Bordewyk/Klassen to 
approve the dissolution of  the 
Gymnastics Cooperative to 
add another school. All board 
members voted in favor; the 
motion passed.

MSP Mews/Jones to ap-
prove Gymnastics Coop-
erative with Windom High 
School, Mountain Lake Public 
School, and Mountain Lake 
Christian. All board members 
voted in favor; the motion 
passed.

MSP Jones/Bordewyk to 
approve the 2021 Payable 2022 
Property Tax Levy Certifica-
tion Limitation. Bus Mgr 
Pfeffer explained that the 
Operating Referendum and 
Ag to School bond credit is not 
included at this time but will 
be added when information 
becomes available. All board 
members voted in favor; the 
motion passed.

MSP Bordewyk/LaCanne 
to approve the Auto Insurance 
Renewal. All board members 
voted in favor; the motion 
passed.

MSP LaCanne/Bordewyk 
to approve the Education-Win-
dom teachers union contract 
for July 1, 2021 and June 30, 
2023. Year one wage increase 
is 3.31% and year two wage 
increase will be 3.35% this 
includes salary, health insur-
ance, and all other benefits. 
All board members voted in 
favor; the motion passed.

MSP Klassen /Jones to 
approve the MOU with Edu-
cation Minnesota-Windom 
teachers union allowing 
teachers who have not used 
personal days to request sub 
pay for this time by May 15, 
2022 and payable in June 2022. 
All board members voted in 
favor; the motion passed.

MSP Bordewyk /Klassen to 
approve resolution relating 
to appointing election judges 
and absentee ballot board 
members for the November 
2, 2021 school district special 
election. Roll call was taken, 
Klassen, Jones, Bordewyk, 
Mews, LaCanne and Chair 
Brugman voted in favor; the 
motion passed.

MSP Klassen/ Jones to ap-
prove resolution nominating 
a candidate for the Board of  
Directors of  the SWWC Ser-
vice Cooperative. Bordewyk 
and Klassen nominated Chair 
Brugman. Roll call was taken, 
Klassen, Jones, Bordewyk, 
Mews, LaCanne and Chair 
Brugman voted in favor; the 
motion passed.

Melissa Pletcher, School So-
cial Worker presented on the 
benefits and potential risks 
of  a school therapy dog. Re-
search has proven a therapy 
dog improves relationships, 
attitudes towards learning 
and motivation, confidence, 
attendance, and academic 
achievement. Therapy dogs 
have also proven to reduce 
stress and anxiety. Potential 
risks can include allergies and 
fear of  dogs. A plan has been 
put into place to minimize 
these risks. When speaking 
with Windom students about 
what helped them through 
last school year during Covid 
and distance learning many 
students told Mrs. Pletcher 
it was their animals. Mrs. 
Pletcher has gone through ex-
tensive training with her dog 
Chaz and would plan to have 
Chaz in school for 2 half  days 
to start. Parents would need to 
sign a consent or opt out letter 
for each of  their children.

Bus Mgr Pfeffer presented 
on the referendum renewal 
and capital tech levy infor-
mational flyer. This flyer will 
be going into the local news-
paper and information will 
also be posted on the district 
website. The information 
provided will help the pub-
lic understand and answer 
questions they may have on 
the referendum renewal and 
capital tech levy.

In other business, Chair 
Brugman talked about the 
Open Forum Policy 206 which 
is located on the district web-
site. This policy is to be fol-
lowed when a member of  the 
public would like to address 
the board. Board members 
were encouraged to read 
through the policy.

There being no further 
business, the meeting was 
adjourned at 7:22 p.m.

Barbara Jones, Clerk
Don Brugman, Chair
Attest: Barbara Jones,
Clerk
A complete copy of  the 

minutes can be viewed on the 
school website.
____________________________

MINUTES 
REGULAR MEETING 

October 11, 2021
The Windom Board of  Edu-

cation met in regular session 
on Monday October 11, 2021 at 
6:32 p.m. in the Windom City 
Council Chambers. Members 
present: Brugman, Jones, 
Klassen, LaCanne, Mews, 
Stevens, Bus Mgr Pfeffer and 
Supt. Wormstadt. Absent: 
Bordewyk Chair Brugman 
called the meeting to order 
with the Pledge of  Allegiance. 

MSP Jones/Mews to ap-
prove amended agenda.

Member Klassen intro-
duced resolution 101121A re-
lating to various donations in 
the amount of  $50 and moved 
its adoption:

BE IT RESOLVED by the 
Board of  Education to accept 
the donations on behalf  of  
Independent School District 
No. 177 to be used for the 
benefit of  the students of  
the Windom School District. 
Member Mews seconded the 
motion. Upon vote, Resolution 
101121A passed unanimously.

There were no requests to 
address the board in open 
forum.

MSP LaCanne/Klassen to 
approve the consent agenda 
consisting of  approval of  
previous minutes (09.13.21 
and 09.27.21); approve bills 
and wire transfers; approve 
Financial Report; approve 
resignation of  Mia Peterson, 
Paraprofessional effective 
September 21, 2021; approve 
reduction of  hours of  Heather 
VanDyke, Human Resources/
Business office from 40 hours 
per week to 30 hours per week 
effective October 11, 2021; ap-
prove hiring Jordyn Alm as 
Paraprofessional, 6.5 hours 
effective October 11, 2021; ap-
prove hiring Pedro Carbo as 
Paraprofessional, 6.5 hours 
effective September 21,2021; 
approve hiring Debra Jones 
as Paraprofessional 7 hours, 
effective September 24, 2021; 
approve hiring Ashly Pena as 
Paraprofessional 7.5 hours, ef-
fective September 16, 2021; ap-
prove hiring MacKayla Gar-
rison as Paraprofessional 6.75 
hours, effective September 
29, 2021; approve increasing 
Paraprofessional Julie Don-
chez’s contract by .25 hours 
per day from 6.5 to effective 
September 28, 202; approve 
increasing Paraprofessional 
Heather Rahn’s contract by 
.75 hours per day from 6.75 
to 7.5 effective on September 
13, 2021; approve increasing 
Paraprofessional Heather 
Zuehlke’s contract hours by 
1.25 hours per day from 6.5 to 
7.75 for bus riding duties effec-
tive Monday, September 13th, 
2021;  approve increasing food 
service time at Windom Area 
Elementary by 3.25 hours in 
the Cooks assistant position; 
approve increase Food Ser-
vice Cook Assistant Brenda 
Pullar, contract hours by 
3.25 hours effective Monday, 
October 11, 2021; approve ad-
ditional 3.5 paraprofessional 
hours for the elementary 
school due to student needs.

Principal Frank reported 
that last week was Fire Safety 
week. Classes visited the fire 
station and learned about fire 
prevention as well as actions 
to take if  there is a fire. There 
was a fire truck parade at the 
school on Friday. This week is 
School Safety Week. We will 
be practicing ALICE drills 
including the barricade, lock-
down, and full ALICE drills. 

Teachers will be utilizing the 
book, “I’m not Scared I’m Pre-
pared! This teaches students 
what to do if  a “wolf ” ever 
enters the building. Teachers 
met as PLCs (Professional 
Learning Communities) last 
week to analyze fall bench-
mark data. They looked at 
accuracy, fluency, and compre-
hension scores to determine 
interventions needed for each 
student. All teachers, includ-
ing classroom, special educa-
tion, intervention, and EL, are 
working together to ensure 
all student’s needs are met 
as we continue to navigate 
the learning loss caused by 
the pandemic. This takes a 
tremendous amount of  com-
munication and planning. 
Grandparents Day is October 
25 from 3:15- 3:45 for grades 
K-4. The Elementary PTO 
is hosting a Trunk or Treat 
event on October 29 from 5:00-
6:30 p.m. 

Principal Bryan reported 
the Eagle Pride focus for 
October is hallway behavior. 
STAR testing wrapped up and 
we are using the fall bench-
marks to intervene and help 
all students. Juniors can take 
the PSAT on Wednesday, Oc-
tober 13, we are also hosting 
a FAFSA night for seniors & 
parents on October 13 at 5:45 
PM Homeroom club time has 
started. We are partnering 
with SWMHC to offer a pro-
gram called Healthy Mindsets 
in Healthy Body’s. Friday Oct. 
1 Jenni Squires and Principal 
Joyce attended a concurrent 
enrollment advisory board 
meeting in Mankato & on 
Tuesday, Oct. 5 Mr. Joyce at-
tended a law seminar with 
area principals. School safety 
week at the MSHS will be Oct. 
25-29. NHS Induction is Mon-
day, Oct. 25. We are coordinat-
ing with American Legion 
Post 206 for the Veteran’s Day 
program. Early graduation 
plans have started. The plan-
ning for 2022-2023 schedule of  
course offerings for students 
is underway as well. 

Superintendent Wormstadt 
presented a COVID update. 
ESSER II application has 
been submitted for HVAC 
replacements; the remainder 
has not been budgeted to date. 
There is $140,000 of  Learning 
recovery funds have been des-
ignated with the remainder 
has not been assigned.

There will be a buildings 
and grounds meeting No-
vember 4th at 4:00 p.m. to 
discuss the HVAC replace-
ment. MREA fall conference 
is scheduled for November 
14-16. MSBA conference is 
scheduled for January 13-
14 registration opens Oct. 
11th. The NSBA conference 
is scheduled for April 2-4. Reg-
istration opens October 21st.

MSP Stevens/Jones to ap-
prove project application and 
project certification for pay-
ment, building parking lot 
& LTFM payments totaling 
$10,469.70.

MSP Jones/Klassen to ap-
prove additional EL teach-
ing position 1.0 FTE at the 
Elementary.

MSP Jones/Klassen to ap-
prove addition of  .25 Human 
Resources positions

MSP LaCanne/Mews to ap-
prove 2021-2022 Lane Changes

MSP LaCanne/Stevens to 
approve Therapy Dog Policy 
625.

MSP Mews/LaCanne to 
Approve Baker’s square fun-
draiser.

MSP Stevens/Klassen to 
approve Notice of  Locations 
Where Ballots will be counted.

MSP Klassen/Mews to ap-
prove Notice of  Testing of  
Optical Scan Voting System.

MSP Mews/LaCanne to ap-
prove the updated 2021-2022 
Coaching Assignments.

Discussion held on the 
starting of  an IRHS (Inter-
national Robotics Honor So-
ciety) chapter at the Windom 
Area school district. Jill De-
fries presented information 
about the organization and 
the criteria that is needed by 
students to be inducted into 
the International Robotics 
Honor Society.

Discussion held on upcom-

ing paraprofessional needs.
Information on the upcom-

ing referendum and capital 
tech levy was presented by 
Supt Wormstadt. Information 
can be found on the Windom 
Schools website. Community 
informational meetings will 
be held Wednesday, October 13 
at 7 pm and Monday, October 
18 at 7 pm in the Windom Area 
Elementary commons.

 Discussion was held re-
garding Teacher and Staff  
recruitment. Supt Wormstadt 
has requested to be part of  a 
grant with the MDE regarding 
a Teachers of  Color Program. 
Supt Wormstadt has met with 
HyLife regarding possible re-
cruitment efforts from Puerto 
Rico and presented informa-
tion on this process.

MSP Jones/Stevens to ap-
prove Music Dept Fundraiser.

MSP Klassen/Mews to ap-
prove hiring Matthew Strum 
Vocal Music teacher 1.0 FTE 
for the 2021-2022 School year.

There being no further 
business, the meeting was 
adjourned at 8:06 p.m.

Barbara Jones, Clerk
Don Brugman, Chair
Attest: Barbara Jones, 

Clerk
A complete copy of  the 

minutes can be viewed on the 
school website.
____________________________

MINUTES 
WORK SESSION MEETING 

 October 25, 2021
The Windom Board of  Edu-

cation met in a work session 
meeting on Monday October 
25, 2021, at 6:31 p.m. in Win-
dom City Council Chambers. 
Members present: Brugman, 
Jones, Klassen, LaCanne, 
Mews, Stevens, Supt. Worm-
stadt and Bus Mgr Pfeffer. 
Chair Brugman called the 
meeting to order with the 
Pledge of  Allegiance. 

MSP Klassen/Jones to ap-
prove the agenda as amended 
with the removal of  item #8.

MSP Mews/LaCanne to ap-
prove the project payments of  
the CTE/Elementary in the 
amount of  $6066.46.

MSP Jones/LaCanne to 
approve the resignation of  
Casey Harrington, Parapro-
fessional effective 10/08/2021. 
Voting for Klassen, Jones, 
Brugman, Mews, LaCanne. 
Voting against Stevens.

MSP Jones/Mews to ap-
prove the hiring of  Amanda 
Miller as HR/Finance Asst. 
20 hours per week effective 
10/08/2021.

MSP Stevens/Jones to ap-
prove the addition of  an In-
ternational Robotics Honor 
Society Chapter at Windom 
Area High School.

MSP LaCanne/Jones to 
approve an additional 2 para-
professionals at 6.5 hours at 
the Windom Elementary due 
to student need. 

MSP Jones/Stevens to ap-
prove the Renewal of  Prop-
erty and Liability Insurance 
and other Insurance effective 
10/28/2021 in the amount 
$106,202.92.

Discussion held about solar 
panel projects. The State of  
Minnesota has approved an 
$8 million grant for school 
districts outside of  the XCEL 
service to place solar panels 
on or near their buildings 
next spring. Buildings and 
Grounds committee will do 
further research on this. 

Review budget to actual % 
for FY 2022 as of  October 2021.

Current COVID numbers 
remain low. 

Discussion on teacher 
recruitment, retention and 
early resignation incentives. 
Discussed the Come Teach in 
Minnesota Program, which is 
a hiring and retention bonus 
program. Discussion on de-
veloping an all-encompassing 
retention system for current 
employees.

There being no further 
business, the meeting was 
adjourned at 7:30 p.m.

Barbara Jones, Clerk
Don Brugman, Chair
Attest: Barbara Jones,
Clerk
A complete copy of  the 

minutes can be viewed on the 
school website. 


